Wiltshire Farm Foods

WE’RE ON THE
WEB

DIARY DATES

D

Thank you to all the people who have said
such nice and wonderful things about this
magazine. It’s great to know that the vast
majority of people out there are thoroughly
enjoying the magazine and want us to continue
for many more issues. The acknowledgements
we receive from you make the publication so
much more enjoyable. We will do our very best
to continue keeping you amused and hope the
magazine will move from strength to strength.
This edition, of course, encompasses that
special time of year when children become
excited as soon as Bonfire Night is out of the
way and stay on full adrenalin through
November and December until Boxing Day.
Every one of us has delightful memories of
Christmas time that we cherish. Each year at
this season in the same way as we unwrap and
hang upon the tree our treasured ornaments,
the Christmas days past are recalled and
become a part of our Christmas Present.
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
Prosperous and Happy New Year. Nadolig
Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda.

on’t forget that you can view
all previous editions of the magazine on the
web. We also have over 500 old and new
photographs of interest to Pwll residents there.
Take a look by pointing your browser to:
www.pwllmag.co.uk

To contact The Bônau Cabbage Patch or The
Pwll Action Committee please call Stuart on
755665 or Peter on 755260 or Jeff on 777420
or drop your articles or reports through our
letterboxes at 43 or 53 or 81 Pwll Road or you
can send us e-mail at:

The local police rely on us, the public to come
forward and provide them with information so
they can provide a better service. It also keeps
them in the loop of what is really going on in our
community. You can contact PCSO 8005 Eira
Jones telephone number 101 or e-mail
eira.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk.
You can also follow Dyfed Powys Police on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/DyfedPowys or be
their friend on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/DPPolice/

to the Covid
Pandemic the Hengoed
Beat
Surgeries
are
cancelled.
However
PCSO Eira JONES is
available for people to
speak to by calling 101

We would like to welcome our new sponsors

We ask our readers to patronise our sponsors
whenever possible and please mention the
Bônau Cabbage Patch when you make your
purchases.

New Years Day
Bank Holiday (UK)
Burns Night
St Dwynwen’s
Chinese New Year
St Valentine’s
St David’s Day
Shrove Tuesday
Ash Wednesday
St Patricks Day
Spring Equinox
Mothers Day
Daylight Saving

I bought a little bag of air
today…The company that made
it was kind enough to put some
potato crisps in it as well.

THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSORS

We would also like to express our thanks and
gratitude to all our sponsors without whose
generous contributions this edition of the
magazine would not have been possible.

Winter Solstice
Christmas Day
Boxing Day
Wynne’s Quiz
Hogmanay

pwllmag@gmail.com
Any photographs we use are first scanned and
then the originals are returned to their rightful
owners so don’t be shy or fearful in sending us
your photographs. It would be handy though if
you wrote your name and address on the back
of the photo (in pencil) or you attached one of
those ‘post-it-notes’.

Due

to the magazine and hope that our association
will be a long and enjoyable one.

21st December
25th December
26th December
28th December
31st December
2022
1st January
3rd January
25th January
25th January
1st February
14th February
1st March
1st March
2nd March
17th March
20th March
27th March
27th March

or you can e-mail her:eira.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk

Due to the Covid Pandemic the Hengoed Beat
Surgeries are cancelled.

BÔNAU
DEADLINES

You can contact your local Police Community
Support Officer Eira Jones by phoning 101 or
by e-mail at:

The

deadline for the
spring edition of The Bônau
Cabbage Patch is noon
22nd January 2022 for your articles or reports
or 20th January 2022 for any amendments to
your advert.

PWLL NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH & POLICING TEAM

Follow them on their Twitter Page:

eira.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk

www.twitter.com/DyfedPowys

Alternatively you can contact PC 1092 Michelle
Fuge by phoning 101 or by e-mail at:
michelle.fuge@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk

REFUSE COLLECTION –
Carmarthenshire

such as incontinence pads, bed pans etc. will
be provided to residents that need it.
In 2022, we would like to start collecting:

blue bags every week

glass collections every three weeks

black bags every three weeks – up to
a maximum of three bags per
collection (the same number we
collect now).

Food waste will continue to be
collected weekly

Paid for garden waste collections and
fortnightly nappy/hygiene collections
on request
In 2024, they are proposing to introduce

Separate weekly collections of glass,
paper, cardboard, cans and plastic,
textiles and batteries and small
household appliances.

Black bags would remain on a threeweekly collection (up to three per
household).

Food waste will continue to be
collected weekly

Paid for garden waste collections and
fortnightly nappy/hygiene collections
on request

Sending Christmas cards is a
good way to let your friends
and family know that you
think they’re worth the price
of a stamp. – Melanie White

CHANGES PLANNED FOR
REFUSE COLLECTION

At

the moment, Carmarthenshire County
Council provides a weekly food waste
collections, along with a fortnightly collection of
blue recycling bags and black bags. Residents
can also pay for a garden waste collection
service between March and November.
They plan to introduce, free fortnightly
collections of nappies and other hygiene waste

SNOWFLAKES SOFTLY
FALLING

S

nowflakes softly falling,
Upon your window they play
Your blankets snug around you,
Into sleep you drift away.
I bend to gently kiss you,
when I see that on the floor
there's a letter, neatly written
I wonder who its for.
I quietly unfold it
making sure you're still asleep,
It's a Christmas list for Santa
one my heart will always keep.
It started just as always
with the toys seen on TV,
A new watch for your father and a winter coat
for me.
But as my eyes read on I could see deep
inside
there were many things you wished for
that your loving heart would hide.
You asked if your friend Molly
could have another Dad;
It seems her father hits her
and it makes you very sad.
Then you asked dear Santa
if the neighbours down the street
Could find a job, that they might have
some food, and clothes, and heat.

Let the magic of Christmas bring
love and peace to you and to the
world.

DAI AND IEUAN

Christmas

Eve and Dai and
Ieuan were sitting in the Blue
Anchor pub enjoying a pint of
Felinfoel Double Dragon Beer.
Ieuan said, "I was sorry to hear that your
mother-in-law had died. What was the
complaint?"
Dai replied, "We haven't had any yet".

You saw a family on the news
whose house had blown away,
"Dear Santa, send then just one thing,
a place where they can stay."
"And Santa, those four cookies that I left
you for a treat.
Could you take them to the children who have
nothing else to eat."
"Do you know that little bear I have, the one
I love so dear?
I'm leaving it for you to take
to Africa this year."
And as you fly your reindeer on this night of
Jesus' birth,
Could your magic bring to everyone
Goodwill and Peace on Earth."
"There's one last thing before you go,
so grateful I would be,

If you'd smile at Baby Jesus
in the manger by our tree."
I pulled the letter close to me'
I felt it melt my heart.
Those tiny hands had written
what no other could impart.
"And a little child shall lead them,"
was whispered in my ear
As I watched you sleep on Christmas Eve
while Santa Claus was here.
(Author Unknown)

A CHRISTMAS
PRAYER

Father,

We pray that
you will turn our hearts
toward
you
as
Christmas approaches.
Let us not get caught
up in the hustle and
bustle of the season
this year and miss the chance to celebrate the
gifts of hope, peace, joy, love, that you sent to
us on that first Christmas. That first Christmas,
you gave us the gift of hope wrapped in
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. Thank
you, Father, for your immeasurable gift. In
Jesus’ precious name, we pray. Amen

HYPHEN OR DASH

A hyphen (-) is a punctuation mark that’s used
to join words or parts of words. It’s not
interchangeable with other types of dashes.
A dash (—) is longer than a hyphen and is
commonly used to indicate a range or a pause.
(Source: Grammarly.com)

A VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS

No era in history has influenced the way in
which we celebrate Christmas, quite as much
as the Victorians.
Before Victoria‘s reign started in 1837 nobody
in Britain had heard of Santa Claus
or Christmas Crackers. No Christmas cards
were sent and most people did not have
holidays from work. The wealth and
technologies generated by the industrial
revolution of the Victorian era changed the face
of Christmas forever. Sentimental do-gooders
like Charles
Dickens wrote
books
like
“Christmas Carol”, published in 1843, which
actually encouraged rich Victorians to
redistribute their wealth by giving money and
gifts to the poor – Humbug! These radical
middle class ideals eventually spread to the
not-quite-so-poor as well.
The holidays – The wealth generated by the
new factories and industries of the Victorian
age allowed middle class families in England
and Wales to take time off work and celebrate
over two days, Christmas Day and Boxing Day.
Boxing Day, December 26th, earned its name
as the day servants and working people opened
the boxes in which they had collected gifts of
money from the “rich folk”. Those new fangled
inventions, the railways allowed the country folk
who had moved into the towns and cities in
search of work to return home for a family
Christmas.
The Scots have always preferred to postpone
the celebrations for a few days to welcome in
the New Year, in the style that is Hogmanay.
Christmas Day itself did not become a holiday
in Scotland until many years after Victoria’s
reign and it has only been within the last 20-30
years that this has been extended to include
Boxing Day.
The Gifts –At the start of Victoria’s reign,
children’s toys tended to be handmade and

hence
expensive,
generally
restricting
availability to those “rich folk” again. With
factories however came mass production,
which brought with it games, dolls, books and
clockwork toys all at a more affordable price.
Affordable that is to “middle class” children. In a
“poor child’s” Christmas stocking, which first
became popular from around 1870, only an
apple, orange and a few nuts could be found.
Father Christmas / Santa Claus – Normally
associated with the bringer of the above gifts, is
Father Christmas or Santa Claus. The two are
in fact two entirely separate stories. Father
Christmas was originally part of an old English
midwinter festival, normally dressed in green, a
sign of the returning spring. The stories of St.
Nicholas (Sinterklaas in Holland) came via
Dutch settlers to America in the 17th Century.
From the 1870’s Sinterklass became known in
Britain as Santa Claus and with him came his
unique gift and toy distribution system –
reindeer and sleigh.
Christmas Cards – The “Penny Post” was first
introduced in Britain in 1840 by Rowland Hill.
The idea was simple, a penny stamp paid for
the postage of a letter or card to anywhere in
Britain. This simple idea paved the way for the
sending of the first Christmas cards. Sir Henry
Cole tested the water in 1843 by printing a
thousand cards for sale in his art shop in
London at one shilling each. The popularity of
sending cards was helped along when in 1870
a halfpenny postage rate was introduced as a
result of the efficiencies brought about by those
new fangled railways.
Turkey Time – Turkeys had been brought to
Britain from America hundreds of years before
Victorian times. When Victoria first came to the
throne however, both chicken and turkey were
too expensive for most people to enjoy. In
northern England roast beef was the traditional
fayre for Christmas dinner while in London and
the south, goose was favourite. Many poor
people made do with rabbit. On the other hand,
the Christmas Day menu for Queen Victoria
and family in 1840 included both beef and of
course a royal roast swan or two. By the end of
the century most people feasted on turkey for
their Christmas dinner. The great journey to
London started for the turkey sometime in
October. Feet clad in fashionable but
hardwearing leather the unsuspecting birds
would have set out on the 80-mile hike from the
Norfolk farms. Arriving obviously a little tired
and on the scrawny side they must have

thought London hospitality unbeatable as they
feasted and fattened on the last few weeks
before Christmas!
The Tree – Queen Victoria’s German husband
Prince Albert helped to make the Christmas
tree as popular in Britain as they where in his
native Germany, when he brought one to
Windsor Castle in the 1840’s.
The Crackers – Invented by Tom Smith, a
London sweet maker in 1846. The original idea
was to wrap his sweets in a twist of fancy
coloured paper, but this developed and sold
much better when he added love notes
(motto’s), paper hats, small toys and made
them go off BANG!
Carol Singers – Carol Singers and Musicians
“The Waits” visited houses singing and playing
popular carols.
(Source: historic-uk.com)

FIGGY PUDDING

You

know the
song. It may start by
wishing everyone a
merry
Christmas,
but
then
the
demand starts. “Oh,
bring us some figgy
pudding…” with its petulant refrain, “We won’t
go until we get some.” But do you actually know
what figgy pudding is? And why do we sing
about it, anyway?
While ‘figgy’ means
“containing
figs”
and ‘pudding’ is defined as “a thick, soft
dessert, typically containing flour or some other
thickener, milk, eggs, a flavouring, and
sweetener,” figgy pudding isn’t just a simple
combination of both ingredients. In fact,
sometimes figgy pudding doesn’t even contain
figs, and there’s nothing pudding-like about it.
Figgy pudding dates way back to the 1300s in
Britain. It was also called “plum pudding,” but
guess what? There were no plums in it either.
“Plum” was actually the term used to refer to
any type of dried fruit, and there was some of
that mixed in.
Figgy pudding was actually originally not a
dessert, but rather a savoury dish. It consisted
of beef and mutton along with raisins, prunes,

wine and spices. Sometimes, people added
grains to it, turning it into a porridge-like dish
they called “frumenty.” From there, it went
through various iterations over the years, at one
point being packed into animal stomachs and
intestines like sausages. Eventually, plums
became more widely available and the dish
took a sweet turn, transforming more into a
dessert.
As for why it was the subject of a song, it’s
thought to have stemmed from a tradition in
which wealthy people gave out treats, such as
figgy pudding, to Christmas carol singers.
Funny enough, through all the years, figs were
rarely ever a part of the recipe. That’s likely why
the dish also goes by a number of other names
including plum porridge, Christmas pudding,
and steamed pudding. And whatever the name,
people still eat it today. In Britain, in particular,
figgy pudding is still a Christmas staple.
The figgy pudding of today is more like
a fruitcake than pudding though, consisting of
flour, sugar, spices, and fruit. Various recipes
can be found, some of which contain figs and/or
liquor, and some of which don’t. Some people
douse it with booze, then set it alight.
(Source: Dictionary.com)

DAI AND
BARBIE

Dai

walks into
the toy store to get a Barbie doll
for his daughter as a Christmas
present. He asks the assistant,
as you would, "How much is
Barbie?"
"Well," she says, "we have
Barbie Goes to the Gym for £19.99, Barbie
Goes to the Ball for £19.99, Barbie Goes
Shopping for £19.99, Barbie Goes to the Beach
for £19.99, Barbie Goes Nightclubbing for
£19.99, and Divorced Barbie for £299.99."
"Hey, hang on," Dai asks, "why is Divorced
Barbie £299.99 when all the others are only
£19.99?"
"Yeah, well, it's like this ... Divorced Barbie
comes with Ken's house, Ken's car, Ken's boat,
Ken's furniture ..."

IF CHRISTMAS IS HARD

BURRY PORT OF YESTERYEAR

If Christmas is hard,
If you’ve lost someone dear.
Just look in your heart,
And you’ll know they’re still here.
The star in the sky,
The light falling snow.
The robin outside,
It seems like they know.
If this is a time,
When you’re struggling through.
Just do what you can,
For what matters, is you.

manufacturers. Milton Bradley rejected the
game in 1933.
James Brunot came on board as a business
partner, and renamed the game Scrabble,
which means “to scratch or scrape” and “to
scrawl.” Then Butts and Brunot set up a
Scrabble factory in an abandoned schoolhouse
in Connecticut. Times were tough until Macy’s
began selling the game in the early 1950s.
Soon people around the country were eager to
test their vocabulary skills with the game.

There’s no need to be merry,
There’s no need to be bright.
Just do what you can,
It will all be alright.

SCRABBLE

FESTIVE MULLED WINE

Warm up on a cold winter's evening with this
delightful mulled wine recipe. It's packed with
festive spices and contains a Christmas kick of
Brandy.
Preparation time: 10 minutes
Cooking time: 10 minutes
Makes: 8 servings of mulled wine
Ingredients:

Great things can come out of hard times —
take Scrabble.

750ml dry red wine
220g sugar
125ml brandy
2 oranges, thinly sliced
1 lemon, thinly sliced
2 small cinnamon sticks, lightly crushed
9 whole cloves
2 star anise
Pinch of freshly grated nutmeg

During the Great Depression, architect Alfred
Mosher Butts couldn’t find work. So he decided
to create a board game that required the
vocabulary skills of anagrams and crossword
puzzles but also had an element of
chance. Butts hand-drew the original board with
architectural drafting equipment. He also hand- Method
lettered the tiles. He studied the front page of
Put the red wine in a large saucepan with
the New York Times, the New York Herald
125ml water, the sugar, brandy, orange and
Tribune, and The Saturday Evening Post to
lemon slices, cinnamon sticks, cloves, star
calculate the frequency of each letter in the
anise and grated nutmeg. Bring to a simmer
alphabet and then came up with a point value
over a low heat, stirring occasionally, for 5–10
system.
minutes, until the sugar has dissolved and the
At first, the game was named Lexiko. Then he
mixture is aromatic.
called it Criss-Cross Words. Butts’ story was
Remove the pan from the heat and strain the
not one of success from the start. He tried and
mulled wine into a large pitcher. Serve warm in
failed to sell Criss-Cross Words to game
heatproof glasses.

DAI IN
TESCO

Dai was doing some Christmas shopping in
Tesco when he noticed an old lady following
him around. Thinking nothing of it, he ignored
her and continued on. Finally he went to the
checkout line, but she got in front of him.
"Pardon me," she said, "I'm sorry if my staring
at you has made you feel uncomfortable. It's
just that you look just like my son, who recently
emigrated to Australia leaving me sad and
lonely."
"I'm sorry," replied Dai, "is there anything I can
do for you?"
"Yes," she said, "As I'm leaving, can you say
good bye Mam. It would make me feel so much
better."
"Sure I will," answered Dai.
The old woman packed her bags and started to
push her trolley toward the exit. Dai called out,
"Goodbye, Mam!"

In one typical game of marbles, a number of
marbles are placed together on the ground in
the centre of a large circle. The circle may be
drawn with chalk or marked in the mud by the
point of a stick. The players stand a set
distance outside of the circle and take turns to
flick their own marble at the group inside the
circle. The object is to try to knock the marbles
outside of the circle. The player who knocks out
the most marbles wins the game.
Another game using just one marble per player
is similar to the game tig-tag crossed with golf.
The players must flick their marbles into a
specified location, known as the pot. Players
take turns to flick their marbles. Once a player
has got his or her marble into the pot, they must
then try to hit the other player’s marble with
their own. The first player to both enter the pot
then hit the opponent’s marble wins the game.
Games of marbles often include a form of
gambling. Typically the winner of the game will
get to keep the marbles they knocked out.
Successful players will amass a large collection
of marbles.
(Source: citizendium.com)

Dai put his few items on the checkout belt for
the assistant to scan the goods. She then
asked Dai for £102.54.
"How can that be?" he asked, "I only purchased
a few things!"
“Your mother said that you would pay for her,"
said the cashier.

MARBLES

Marbles are

small,
smooth balls of glass,
often tinted or multicoloured. They are useful as toys, ornaments,
and collectables. Marbles may vary in size but
are typically 1.5cm in diameter or smaller.
There are various games and varieties of
games played using marbles. The marble is
flicked by the thumb from within the clenched
fist of the player. Games usually revolve around
strength and accuracy of this flick. A simpler
technique, used by less experienced players, is
to hold the marble between the thumb and
forefinger and shoot it overhand at the target.

GINGERBREAD
MEN

THE THREE
WISE MEN

unicorns, eleven French crowns, a ducat, a
ridare, and a lea, in all about equal to £42 of
modern money, to use at the card-table

The legend of the Wise

Christmas to hungry stomachs gives relief,
With mutton, pork, pies, pasties, and roast-beef;
And men, at cards, spend many idle hours,
At loadum, whist, cross-ruff, put, and all-fours.'

Men of the East, or, as they are styled in the
original
Greek
of
St.
Matthew's
gospel, Μλσι (the Magi), who visited the infant
Saviour with precious offerings, became, under
monkish influence, one of the most popular
during the middle ages, and was told with
increased and elaborated perspicuity as time
advanced.
The Scripture nowhere informs us that; these
individuals were kings, or their number
restricted to three. The legend converts the
Magi into kings, gives their names, and a
minute account of their stature and the nature
of their gifts. Melchior (we are thus told) was
king of Nubia, the smallest man of the triad, and
he gave the Saviour a gift of gold. Balthazar
was king of Chaldea, and he offered incense;
he was a man of ordinary stature. But the third,
Jasper, king of Tarshish, was of high stature, 'a
black Ethiope,' and he gave myrrh. All came
with 'many rich ornaments belonging to king's
array, and also with mules, camels, and horses
loaded with great treasure, and with multitudes
of people, 'to do homage to the Saviour, 'then a
little childe of xiii dayes olde.'

It only seems to have been in the early modern
era when gingerbread was formed into
decorative shapes. Emperor Frederick III of the
Holy Roman Empire once requested that his
likeness be made in the form of gingerbread in
the 15th century. Queen Elizabeth I of England
(who reigned in the 16th century) similarly
commissioned her cooks to bake gingerbread in
moulds so that they resembled her courtiers
and important dignitaries.
Though Elizabeth is credited with popularising
gingerbread men, she was not responsible for
gingerbread
houses.
They
didn't
become popular until the 19th century, after the
Brothers Grimm brought the folktale of Hansel
and Gretel to wider audiences.

CANDY
CANES

Candy canes have a
murky
origin story.
Though no one really
knows why or how
they were first made,
by
the
17th
century, candy in the
form of sticks had become popular. One story
claims that this hard candy was invented
to keep choir boys quiet in Germany.
The practice of using candy canes as a tree
decoration has been a relatively recent
tradition, beginning in the 19th century.

(Source: Chambers’ Book of Days)

Recipes

for gingerbread
can be traced back to at
least 2400 BCE in Greece but gingerbread men and
objects have a slightly more recent history.

(Source: Chambers’ Book of Days)

DRUNKEN DAI
PLAYINGCARDS

A universal Christmas
custom of the olden
time was playing at
cards; persons who never touched a card at
any other season of the year, felt bound to play
a few games at Christmas. The practice had
even the sanction of the law. A prohibitory
statute of Henry VII's reign, forbade cardplaying save during the Christmas holidays. Of
course, this prohibition extended only to
persons of humble rank; Henry's daughter, the
Princess Margaret, played cards with her suitor,
James IV of Scotland; and James himself kept
up the custom, receiving from his treasurer, at
Melrose, on Christmas-night, 1496, thirty-five

Last

New
Year's Eve, Dai
was in no shape
to drive home so
he sensibly left
his van in the
car park of the pub and walked home.
As he was wobbling along a policeman
approached him.
"What are you doing out here at four o'clock in
the morning?" asked the police officer.
"I'm on my way to a lecture," answered Dai.
"And who on Earth, in their right mind, is going
to give a lecture at this time on New Year's
Eve?" enquired the constable sarcastically.
"My wife," slurred Dai grimly.

PWLL ATHLETIC F.C.

LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

League positions as at 15th October
2021

Felinfoel
Camford Sports
FC Carmarthen
Llandovery
Pwll Athletic
Llangennech
Llandeilo Town
Kidwelly Town
Bancffosfelen
Tumble United
Drefach
Abergwili
Johnstown

Dear Peter, Stuart and Jeff,

P W D

L GD Pts

10
11
11
12
9
10
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10
10
10
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9
7
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5
5
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5
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3
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1
3
3
1
1
1
3
2
1
0
1

0
3
3
4
3
4
4
2
5
6
7
8

9

0

2

7 -30 2

Enclosed is a donation towards the upkeep of
“The Bônau Cabbage Patch”. As always, an
excellent publication. Long may it continue.
Regards
MS.

P W D

L GD Pts

(Your compliments and donation are greatly appreciated.
Thank you – Ed).
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20
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5
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1
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11
10
9
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Bwlch Reserves
CK Swiss Valley Res
FC Carmarthen Res
Bancffosfelen Res
Drefach A
Pwll Reserves
Llangennech A
Caerbryn Reserves
Pembrey Reserves
Burry Port A

2

1
0
1
1
3
0
1
1
1

29
12
8
6
6
5
2
4
-10
-6
-13
-13

28
24
22
13
12
12
10
10
10

-28 7
6

A little contribution to ‘Bônau’ cost. Keep up the
good work.
R.

(Thank you for your very kind donation. – Ed)

Many thanks for the Autumn issue (No. 74) of
"The Bonau." We always enjoy reading it and it
always makes us smile.
Best wishes,
A&M
(We’re pleased you are enjoying it. – Ed)

Dear Peter,

A very big thank you to all the people who
have contributed towards the running costs
of the magazine during the last year. Your
consideration is greatly appreciated and
certainly help to keep the magazine alive.

STANDING OVATION

At ‘Oxford Men’s only English competition’ 200
people were attending.
Challenge was to expressed Peaceful,
Happiness and Calmness in a single sentence.
Person who won wrote: “My wife is sleeping.”

WYNNE’S CHRISTMAS
CHARITY QUIZ AT THE
COLLIERS ARMS

He received a standing ovation from all the
judges and the audience, and a married Judge
actually ran to the stage, hugged him with tears
in his eyes and said, “You are a genius.”

After an absence of 2 years Wynne’s Quiz at
The Colliers’ Arms is back. This year’s
Christmas Quiz will be held on Tuesday 28th
December. Start time is 8:30pm prompt and the
entry fee is £1 per person. Due to limited
seating capacity you are advised to arrive early
and claim your seats.

After reading the negative
effects of drinking and smoking,
I’ve decided to quit reading.

HOLY
TRINITY
CHURCH

Lockdown has been
a challenge for most people but there may be
some things forced on us during the time, which
have been helpful. For example, I did get to
read books about the solar system and the
universe, which whilst challenging my intellect,
was also fascinating. It seems incredible to me
that the position of the earth and the angle at
which the earth is tilted on the axis, in relation
to the sun, are so vital for the range of life we
experience on earth. Of the planets in the solar
system, Earth is the only one able to support
and sustain life as we know it. Scientists are
increasing the knowledge of what lies beyond
our atmosphere and the solar system, but so far
at least, there is nothing like our earth. What a
rare and precious world we have the privilege to
live in!
In November this year, the COP26 conference
is hosted by the UK in Glasgow. Whatever
decisions are made by the world leaders
gathered there, we each have a part to play in
looking after this world. In the book of Genesis
in the Bible, the man Adam, is include by God
in the process of naming the creatures God has
created. For people of faith there is a call to
take care of, and to be stewards for the world in
which we live. When I go to Holy Trinity Church
in Pwll, I am always in awe of the view from the
churchyard, especially when the sun shines and
the tide is in.Looking at it I am aware that the
landscape includes a combination of natural
features and land reclaimed from post industrial
decay. There is a reminder of how humans can
work in harmony with nature, but also of
natures ability to be renewed, despite the abuse
of human industry, however necessary it has
been.
As we look forward to Christmas in this new
phase of life alongside Covid, we are reminded
of the hope that we have through the birth of
Jesus Christ. Here is the story of God getting
involved in the seemingly hopeless state of
human existence. God id not using some weird
and outlandish form for this saving work, but
takes human form, becoming like us. That
harmony of God and humankind, is how God

brings the transformation we all need. It
involves us all in the process.
Our celebration of the Nativity this coming
Christmas, will not be as in former years, things
will be different. Holy Trinity is not able to offer
all that has been available in years past.
Services are beginning to become more like
what was normal, being open each Sunday at
9.00am. There are still some restrictions we
need to observe, such as wearing of face
coverings. We now do not ask people to book in
advance for limited places, but do ask people to
be respectful of the concerns of those around
them. We look forward to welcoming any who
wish to join us in worship over the coming
season, and to find hope through the presence
of Emmanuel, “God with us”, as we seek the
renewal of our world.

CAPEL
BETHLEHEM
CHAPEL

Where

has the year
gone to? It's almost Christmas - that most
wonderful time of celebration and joy as we
give thanks to God for His son Jesus, our
Saviour.
Sadly not all people think this way. For many,
Christmas is a celebration of a "different kind" What does it mean to you?
May you be richly Blessed this Christmas
through giving thanks to God for sending His
Son to help us remember the true meaning of
CHRIST-MAS.
Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda i chi
gyd.

WORDS OF FAITH
By Andrew Greenway

Luke’s gospel Chapter 2 verses 8 – 13

There were Shepherds living out in the fields
keeping watch over their flocks at night, an
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and they
were terrified, but the angel reassured them,
and said “Do not be afraid. I bring good news of
great joy that will be for all people.”
“Today, in the town of David, a Saviour has
been born to you. He is the Christ, the Lord.
This will be a sign to you. You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths lying in a manger.”
Then the heavenly host appeared saying,
“Glory to the God in the highest, and on earth
peace to all men on whom his favour rests.”
This was such a divine encounter from heaven
that the shepherds saw and heard the voice of
God through the voice of an angel, of such
good news, that from that time on the whole of
history, within the physical and spiritual, was
about to change through the coming of the
Messiah.
The impact this would have had on the
shepherds would have changed them
completely. Had the news of the coming
Messiah, of which the Jews were believing for,
also a hunger in men’s hearts for a life so
different from all the struggles and battles of life
at that time, and sadly up to the present day.
Yet the revelation of Christ the Messiah
changed history, for the Shepherds and all who
would put their trust in Christ Jesus.
This didn’t change the present situation of
Roman rule of that day, but it changed men’s
hearts, as from the words of an angel, “I bring
you great news of peace and joy” to all who
would put their trust in Christ Jesus, for he will
bring a great transformation of the reality of
heaven into your life, as he has for myself and
my wife, over the many years of being a
Christian, and still does as I open my heart to
him in prayer each day, which is a daily choice.
This same message, spoken by an angel, is as
relevant for us today as when spoken to the
shepherds just over two thousand years ago.
With the same impact of transforming power of
God’s love and favour, as it has been over the

centuries, transforming people’s lives, from do
not be afraid, for today I bring you good news of
great joy, a divine gift of God’s love and favour
to all who would put trust in him.
This is the life of faith. Faith and trust in Christ
Jesus, your Messiah, can change your history
into a glorious future of favour and blessings,
that you cannot possibly ever imagine, yet he
loves you and me, and deeply desires to fill us
with his joy and peace as we go into a new
year.
This is the goodness of the gospel, the gospel
of faith in Christ Jesus the Messiah.
Andrew Greenway, Pwll
Words of faith are taken from the New International
Version of the bible. Luke’s gospel, chapter 2 verses 8 to
13.

STOP, HANG UP, CALL 159

If you think someone is trying to trick you into
handing over money or personal details…
…Stop, hang up and call 159 to speak directly
to your bank.
Last year criminal gangs stole over £470m by
pretending to be your bank or other service
provider.
159 is the memorable, secure number that
connects you directly to your bank if you think
you’re being scammed.
159 works in the same way as 101 for the
police or 111 for the NHS. It’s the number you
can trust to get you through to your bank, every
time.
159 will never call you. Only a fraudster will
object to you calling 159.
Call 159 if:



Someone contacts you saying they’re
from your bank – even if they are not
suspicious



You receive a call asking you to
transfer money or make a payment –
even if it seems genuine



You receive a call about a financial
matter and it seems suspicious

Remember, 159 will never call you. But you can
rely on 159 to get you through to your bank.

PWLL WILD PATCH

Thanks to a small but hard-working band of
local (and non-so-local) volunteers, the whole of
the wild corner of Pwll Park has been raked off
this year.
Llanelli Rural Council grounds
maintenance staff kindly gave the area its
annual strim in mid October, and our volunteers
set about clearing away the grass over the
course of the following three and a half days.
This is the first time we have managed to rake
the whole area. The weather was kind, and the
grass didn’t seem so long this year, possibly
weakened by being raked off over the last three
years. Removing the cut grass depletes the
nutrients in the soil, thus reducing the growth of
grass and allowing more wild flowers to come
through. As a result we have had a greater
diversity of native plants and consequently
more pollinators, butterflies and birds.

hear the comments of passers-by who
appreciate seeing nature return and enjoy
walking through our “meadow”. Every park
should have one!

CHRISTIAN AID

How time has flown in 2021. This

Veronica Haines

CAPEL LIBANUS CHAPEL
BOOK LAUNCH.
Learning Something Everyday
A Celebration of Life
by
David Huw Thomas
The book launch took place on Friday 15th
October in Pwll Pavilion and was a great
success. I would like to express my thanks to all
those who attended and bought copies of the
book.

Helo bawb.
Mae’n flwyddyn a hanner ers inni gael y cyfle i
gwrdd â’n gilydd fel eglwys. Anodd oedd
cerdded heibio i Libanus a gwybod bod y drws
ar glo a thrist oedd peidio â chlywed lleisiau’r
plant,y bobl ifanc a’n haelodau oll yn cydaddoli.
Roedd yn bleser felly ailagor y drysau fore Sul
Medi 19 a derbyn bendith o dan adain y
Parchedig Alun Jones unwaith eto. Roedd yn
destun balchder bod cynulleidfa barchus yno ar
gyfer y gwasanaeth cymun arbennig.
Collwyd nifer o’n haelodau yn ystod y clo a da o
beth oedd clywed y Parchedig Alun Jones yn
cofio amdanynt wrth fwrdd y cymun. Siaradodd
yn annwyl hefyd am ein haelodau ffyddlon sydd
nawr yn gaeth i’w cartrefi a’u cartrefi gofal.
Cofiwn amdanynt yn ein gweddἴau a diolchwn
am y gwaith a gyflawnwyd ganddynt yn y
gorffennol er lles Libanus. Bu nifer fawr o’n
haelodau am brofion a thriniaethau yn yr ysbyty
ac rydym yn dymuo adferiad buan iddynt.

It would be really good to get more local
residents out, to help spread the load. If you
can spare an hour or two to rake or bag the
grass next year, please email me and I’ll put
you on the circulation list to let you know when
we’re doing it: hainesveronica@hotmail.com.
You can’t beat fresh air and exercise!

The wild corner is a project of Pwll Residents
Association and Llanelli Naturalists, supported
by Llanelli Rural Council. It is heartening to

Braf dweud hefyd bod rhesymau lu dros
lawenhau. Ganwyd babanod, wyrion a
gorwyrion i’n haelodau ac rydym yn eu
llongyfarch yn wresog.
Rydym yn ymhyfrydu yn llwyddiant ein pobl
ifanc. Cychwynnodd Bethan Jones ar ei
hastudiaethau meddygol ac mae Osian Rees
newydd ddechrau ar ei astudiaethau gwyddonol
ym Mhrifysgol Caerdydd. Pob hwyl iddynt.

If you would like to purchase a copy of the
book, priced at £9.99 it is available on Amazon,
you can also purchase a copy direct from
myself at 13 Pwll Road (Glan y don) Pwll,
Llanelli or by telephoning me on 01554-771521
or 07783 841937.
Thank you for your support
David Huw Thomas

Mae croeso i unrhyw un ymuno â ni am 10.00
ar fore Sul. Bydd croeso twymgalon yn eich
aros boed yn hen aelodau neu yn addolwyr
newydd. Cynhelir gwasanaeth y Nadolig ar
Ragfyr 19 a’r gwasanaeth cymun dan ofal y
Parchedig Gareth Morgan Jones i ddathlu’r
flwyddyn newydd ar Ionawr 9. Wedi cwmwl du y
feirws, gadewch inni ddathlu gyda’n gilydd

Linda Sidgwick
Ysg Gohebol.

year has nearly come to an end and
when we look back so much has
happened.
The pandemic has taken up much of
our time, giving us all a sense of worry.
Hopefully during the next few months we should
see some form of improvement.
Christian Aid once again has had a very busy
year. The aim of our charity is to help create a
world where everyone can live a full life free
from poverty.
There has been so much happening during the
Afghanistan crisis and alsi with the earthquakes
in Haiti.
On most third world countries we have been
helping with their harvests. This is a very
important part of the year. Without having crops
to gather and water to drink life for the coming
year will be very difficult. We hope and pray that
something can be done about climate change.
As we have said before we work in 29 countries
helping people regardless of religion or race.
We stand together for dignity, equality and
justice. For more than 75 years we have
provided practical support to our global
neighbours. It is thanks to the generosity of
people live yourselves that make our work
achievable.
This year again we have been able to send our
filled shoe boxes to countries in need. There
will be many children able to open their boxes
this Christmas and be more than happy with the
lovely gifts that have been provided. A very big
thank you to anyone who contributed in anyway
to this worthy cause.
I think that after the troubles of the past year we
are looking forward to enjoying our time with
family and friends this Christmas. Let us hope
that it will be a joyous time for us all. We thank
God for helping us cope with the stress and
worry that has been with us for many months,
and we look forward to new beginnings in 2022.
We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and a
healthy New Year. Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn
Newydd Dda I chi gyd.
If you would like to know more about Christian
Aid the numbers to ring:
01554 758023 or 01554 772441

W.I. report …..from page 23

We

had
a
wonderful W. I.
Day to celebrate
our 95 years as a
Federation
on
Saturday
18th
September 2021
at
Pembrey
Country
Park
when the sun shone for us. There were various
stalls organised by the different Groups in
Carmarthenshire. The Illtyd group of which Pwll
W.I. is part of helped organise and run a very
successful and busy Tombola stall. Other stalls
included cakes, books, handbags and
accessories, and plants. The judges of the
Dragons were Ann Jones NFWI Chair and Beti
Wyn Davies (daughter of a past County
Secretary Glenys Williams) both from
Ceredigion. They were very impressed with the
variety
of
Dragons
on
display
and
congratulated all the W.Is who took part on
being so inventive.

Above: Pwll W.I. Dragon entry.

Also in the marquee was an exhibition of the 95
years of the Sir Gâr Federation organised by
Mair Stephens. A video was made by Robert
Masterman of Burry Port which can be seen on
Youtube and also on our County Facebook
page. This gives an excellent portrait of the day
with Marylyn Haines Evans and Anne Halborg
giving an insight into our history. The
Carmarthen Ukulele Band and the Burry Port
Silver Band were the entertainment for the
event and both were enjoyed by all. Also there
was a miniature steam engine and a double
decker bus on which some people had a
chance to go on.

th

Saturday 20 November and was a virtual
meeting by Zoom from 10am till 1pm. As well
as the meeting format there was also a
speaker. It was decided to do it this way as
many W.I. members are still apprehensive to
attend indoor events while this pandemic
continues. There was a Craft Day held on
Saturday 27th November, at the Bowls Club,
Carmarthen. The classes included making a
beaded bracelet, ribbon embroidery and making
a collage from coloured magazines, various
scraps of fabric and buttons. In October and
November there were walks from Dryslwyn
Castle to Paxton's Tower and also a walk to the
Brechfa woodland windmills.

Above: Sue and Anne of W.I. enjoying at the W.I. Day
event in Pembrey Country Park

In September Chris Wheeler-Jones joined
other members from across Carmarthenshire
to go on a trip to Ireland for four days. They
travelled by ferry from Fishguard and stayed
at different hotels. They visited the House of
Waterford Crystal, the Ring of Kerry,
Killarney town and Killarney National Park,
and also the Dunbrody Famine Ship (Irish
Emigrant Experience). A good time was had
by all and even had time to drink a Gaelic
coffee or a Guinness. Pwll W.I. have been
involved in the Samaritans Christmas
shoebox appeal with members of Holy Trinity
Church. We have donated to this annual
project for a few years now. The boxes are
filled with toys and gifts for boys and girls of
appropriate age.
The first indoor meeting for Pwll W.I. was
held at the Blue Anchor, Pwll on Wednesday
27th October 2021. Members discussed
what was in the monthly newsletter and also
future events. The Pwll W.I. AGM was held
on 10th November 2021 but the decision
about the posts of President, Secretary,
Treasurer and committee had not been
decided before this edition of the magazine
went to print. Details will be given in the Spring
edition.
The Annual Council meeting was held on
… pto

Thought for the day –
In your WI remember that true wealth cannot
be measured in material objects or worldly
possessions but in the depth and quality of
the friends made through the WI.

TRADDODIADAU’R NADOLIG
Y pwdin Nadolig

Ar y dechrau, rhyw fath o uwd oedd y pwdin
Nadolig. Roedden nhw’n
berwi
gwenith
mewn
llaeth. Wedyn dechreuon
nhw roi pethau eraill fel
wyau, cig ac eirin sych yn
y pwdin. Yn nes ymlaen,
dechreuon nhw roi mwy o
ffrwythau yn y pwdin.
Erbyn heddiw, mae’r cynhwysion yn debyg iawn
i’r gacen Nadolig ond mae’r pwdin yn cael ei
goginio’n wahanol – mae’n cael ei stemio.
Yn draddodiadol, dylech chi wneud y pwdin ar
ddydd Sul cyntaf yr Adfent. Mae 13 cynhwysyn
yn y pwdin traddodiadol a dylech chi ei droi o’r
dwyrain i’r gorllewin. Ydych chi’n gwybod pam?
Beth am chwilio’r we?
Yn draddodiadol hefyd dylai pob aelod o’r teulu
droi’r pwdin a gwneud dymuniad. Roedd llawer
o bobl hefyd yn rhoi darn o arian yn y pwdin.
Roedd y person oedd yn cael y darn arian ar ei
blât yn mynd i gael blwyddyn lwcus iawn.

Cardiau Nadolig

John Calcott Horsley wnaeth y cerdyn Nadolig
cyntaf yn 1843. Roedd ei ffrind e, Sir Henry
Cole eisiau cerdyn i anfon at ffrindiau i ddweud
‘Nadolig Llawen’.

Yn y llun, mae teulu’n mwynhau’r Nadolig.
Gwnaethon nhw fil o gardiau a gwerthon nhw’r
cardiau am 5c yr un. Heddiw, mae’r rhan fwyaf
o bobl yn anfon 50 cerdyn bob blwyddyn.

Y cracer Nadolig

Thomas

Smith wnaeth y cracer cyntaf yn
1846. Pan oedd e ym Mharis gwelodd e losin
yn cael ei werthu mewn papur lliw a throad ar
bob pen, fel y cracer. Dechreuodd e wneud rhai
a’u gwerthu yma. Gwelodd e fod llawer o
ddynion yn prynu cracer i roi i’w cariadon. Felly
dechreuodd e roi cerdd serch yn y cracer.
Yn 1860 rhoiodd e’r banger yn y cracer ac yn
nes ymlaen dechreuodd e roi anrhegion bach
yn lle’r losin. Tua 1900 dechreuodd y cwmni roi
het yn y cracer ac erbyn 1930 roedd jôcs neu
limrigau yn lle’r cerddi serch.

When Jeremy Paxman was at Cambridge, he
failed to get into his college’s University
Challenge team.

Before Jeremy Clarkson became a journalist,
he sold Paddington Bears for a living.

SOME CRACKER JOKES FOR
THE KIDS (AND ADULTS)

What

do you get if you eat Christmas
decorations?
Tinselitis!

What carol is heard in the desert?
O camel ye faithful!

What do you get if you put a bell on a skunk?

What do you get when you cross a snowman

Jingle smells

with a vampire?
Frostbite!

What is white and minty?

What do snowmen wear on their heads?

A polo bear!

Ice caps!

What are the best Christmas sweaters made

How do snowmen get around?

from?
Fleece Navidad!

They ride an icicle

What do you call an old snowman?

Iceburgers!

Water

What type of key do you need for a Nativity

What’s a dog’s favourite carol?

play?
A don-key!

Bark, the herald angels sing

What do you get if you cross Santa with a
duck?
A Christmas Quacker!

What do snowmen eat for lunch?

What happened to the turkey at Christmas?
It got gobbled!

When is a boat just like snow?

Who’s Rudolph’s favourite pop star?

When it’s adrift!

Beyon-sleigh!

What’s green, covered in tinsel and goes ribbet

What do you call a penguin in the Sahara

ribbet?
Mistle-toad!

desert?
Lost

Why has Santa been banned from sooty

TRACKING SANTA

chimneys?
Carbon footprints
A long jumper!

What kind of motorbike does Santa ride?
A Holly Davidson!
moves?
Dancer!

Why was the turkey in the pop group?
Because he was the only one with drumsticks!

Kwanzaa is an annual
celebration of African American culture that is
held from December 26
to
January
1,
culminating
in
a
communal feast called Karamu, usually held on
the 6th day. It was created by Maulana
Karenga, based on African harvest festival
traditions from various parts of Africa,
including West and Southeast Africa. Kwanzaa
was first celebrated in 1966.
Kwanzaa celebrates what its founder called the
seven principles of Kwanzaa, or Nguzo
Saba (originally Nguzu Saba – the seven
principles of African Heritage). They were
developed in 1965, a year before Kwanzaa
itself.
These
seven
principles
comprise Kawaida, a Swahili word meaning
"common".
Each of the seven days of Kwanzaa is
dedicated to one of the principles, as follows:
Umoja (Unity): To strive for and to maintain
unity in the family, community, nation, and race.
Kujichagulia (Self-Determination): To define
and name ourselves, as well as to create and
speak for ourselves.
Ujima (Collective Work and Responsibility): To
build and maintain our community together and
make our brothers' and sisters' problems our
problems and to solve them together.
Ujamaa (Cooperative economics): To build and
maintain our own stores, shops, and other
businesses and to profit from them together.
Nia (Purpose): To make our collective vocation
the building and developing of our community in
order to restore our people to their traditional
greatness.

What athlete is warmest in winter?

Which of Santa's reindeer has the best

KWANZAA

Don’t

forget that you can track Santa on
Christmas Eve as he travels around the world
delivering toys to all the girls and boys.
If you want to track him then just go to:http://www.noradsanta.org/

Kuumba (Creativity): To do always as much as
we can, in the way we can, in order to leave our
community more beautiful and beneficial than
we inherited it.
Imani (Faith): To believe with all our hearts in
our people, our parents, our teachers, our
leaders, and the righteousness and victory of
our struggle.
(Source: Wikipedia)

SCATTER YOUR CRUMBS
BY ALFRED CROWQUILL
Amidst the freezing sleet and snow,
The timid robin comes;
In pity drive him not away,
But scatter out your crumbs.
And leave your door upon the latch
For whosoever comes;
The poorer they, more welcome give,
And scatter out your crumbs.
All have to spare, none are too poor,
When want with winter comes;
The loaf is never all your own,
Then scatter out the crumbs.
Soon winter falls upon your life,
The day of reckoning comes:
Against your sins, by high decree,
Are weighed those scattered crumbs.

CHRISTMAS
ROSE

The

Christmas rose
(Helleborus) is part of the
buttercup family but reminds us of the classic
floral beauty of the same name. This stunning
flower is way better than any five gold rings, its
delicate freckled petals look wonderful when
featured as part of a floral arrangement or
dotted around a homemade wreath.
The Christmas rose blooms when it shouldn't,
in the darkest and coldest month of December
and so it could be said that it represents that
glimmer of joy and hope that the festive season
brings during the winter. You'll also find the
Christmas rose grows in shades of pink and
gothic hues of black and blue.
(Source: Interflora.co.uk)

The best way to spread
Christmas cheer is singing loud
for all to hear.

DAI AND HIS
BROTHER

CHRISTMAS 1915 by CELTIC
THUNDER

Dai

and his brother,
‘Donkey’, walk into The Blue Anchor. Dai gets
the ﬁrst round and says, “I’ll have a pint for me
and a pint for Donkey.”
The two men drink their pints and Dai says,
“Right, Donkey, your round. I’ll have a pint of
Felinfoel’s Best.”
Donkey walks up to the bar and says, “Two p—
pints of F— Felinfoel p – p — please.”
While Donkey gets the pints, Dai goes to the
toilet and the bartender says, “You know, you
shouldn’t let him call you that stupid nickname.”
Donkey replies, “I know. He aw—, he aw—, he
awwwwww—, he always calls me Donkey.”

1915 on Christmas Day
On the western front the guns all died away
And lying in the mud on bags of sand
We heard a German sing from no man's land
He had tenor voice so pure and true
The words were strange but every note we
knew
Soaring or the living dead and dammed
The German sang of peace from no man's land
They left their trenches and we left ours
Beneath tin hats smiles bloomed like wild
flowers
With photos, cigarettes, and pots of wine
We built a soldier's truce on the front line
Their singer was a lad of 21
We begged another song before the dawn
And sitting in the mud and blood and fear
He sang again the song all longed to hear
Silent night, no cannons roar
A king is born of peace for evermore
All's calm, all's bright
All brothers hand in hand
In 19 and 15 in no man's land
And in the morning all the guns boomed in the
rain
And we killed them and they killed us again
At night they charged we fought them hand to
hand
And I killed the boy that sang in no man's land
Silent night no cannons roar
A king is born of peace for evermore
All's calm, all's bright
All brothers hand in hand
And that young soldier sings
And the song of peace still rings
Though the captains and all the kings
Built no man's land
Sleep in heavenly peace
(Songwriters: Mac Connell Michael)

NEWS OF THE WEIRD

The

mayor of Oudenburg,
Belgium, said it was not the
city's intention that new
Christmas decorations it
installed resemble an iconic
part of the male anatomy.
City officials had set out to
create lighted columns that
looked like candles, the Daily Mail reported, but
decided to do something different and placed
blue spheres on top instead of flames. "I only
realised (they looked phallic) when they were
illuminated," Mayor Anthony Dumarey said. "I
see the funny side of it myself (and) I see no
reason to remove or replace them ... we will
have the country's most talked-about Christmas
lights this year."

An animal rescue worker in
Adelaide, Australia, thought
she was being pranked when
Amanda McCormick called on
Dec. 2 to report she had
discovered a koala in her
Christmas tree. The little
marsupial didn't come with the
tree; it wandered in the house
and found a cosy new home
among the ornaments. The
female koala was safely removed to its more
natural habitat. "Koalas are very curious
creatures, and if the opportunity presents itself,
they will investigate," the rescue team said.

Socially

distanced
visitors
to
Tokyo's
Sunshine Aquarium were
delighted to see Santa
Claus, complete with a
mask and flippers and
holding
a
Christmas
wreath, gliding among
banana fish and a stingray
in a huge tank on Dec. 4. The swimming Santa,
who also used a bazooka-like feeder to shoot
treats to the fish, is a 20-year tradition at the
aquarium. "I know it's difficult to hold events like
these because of the corona virus situation,"
said visitor Ayami Kobayashi, 35, "but I'm
grateful they still held the event."

DAI AND
THE
PARROT

MISTLETOE

Mistletoe is a plant that grows parasitically on
trees. Mistletoe can cause Witches’-broom, a
symptom of a disease that results in clusters of
weak shoots, in the
host tree. One way to
harvest mistletoe is to
climb high in the tree
to get the clusters;
another way is to
blast them out with a
shotgun.
In Norse mythology,
the plant plays a key part in a story with a
violent conclusion; the god Balder is killed by
his blind brother, Hoor, with, of all things, a
mistletoe projectile. Some versions claim he
came back to life, and his mother, Frigg, cried
tears that turned into mistletoe berries and then
declared the plant to be symbolic of love.
It’s a plant that kills in more ways than
one. Birdlime, or a juice made from mistletoe
berries, is used as an adhesive to trap small
birds. Coils of the sticky substance are placed
on tree branches. When birds land on them,
they get stuck. The birds can then be caught by
hand. Though illegal in many parts of the world,
some countries still use this method to capture
wild birds for eating.
Some species of the plant are toxic to humans
too, if ingested.
Historically, mistletoe represents romance,
fertility, and vitality. The Celtic Druids valued
mistletoe for its healing properties and likely
were among the first to decorate with it. The
berry of the mistletoe ripens in December, and
the plant remains green, hence its appeal in
wintertime.
The origin of kissing under the mistletoe is
shrouded in uncertainty, but it is believed
the ancient Greeks celebrated the winter
holiday of Kronia—a lively festival and one of
the biggest of the year—with mistletoe and may
have started the tradition of kissing under it.
One of the first descriptions of this tradition
comes from a book by Washington Irving
published in 1820 (“The mistletoe is still hung
up in farmhouses and kitchens at Christmas”).
(Source: Dictionary.com)

Dai received a

parrot as a
Christmas gift. The parrot had a bad attitude
and an even worse vocabulary. Every word out
of the bird’s mouth was rude, obnoxious, and
laced with profanity.
Dai tried and tried to change the bird’s attitude
by consistently saying only polite words, playing
soft music, and doing anything else he could
think of to clean up the bird’s vocabulary.
Finally Dai had had enough. In exasperation
one day, he yelled at the parrot. The parrot
yelled back. He shook his fist at the parrot, but
the parrot just got angrier and even ruder.
In desperation, Dai threw up his hands,
grabbed the bird and put him in the freezer. For
a few minutes the parrot squawked and kicked
and screamed. Then suddenly there was total
quiet. Not a peep was heard for over a minute.
Fearing he’d hurt the parrot, Dai quickly opened
the freezer door. The parrot calmly stepped out
onto Dai’s outstretched arm and said:
“I believe I may have offended you with my rude
language and actions. I am sincerely remorseful
for my inappropriate transgressions and I fully
intend to do everything I can to correct my rude
and unforgivable behaviour.”
Dai was stunned at the change in the bird’s
attitude. As he was about to ask the parrot what
had made such a dramatic change in his
behaviour, the bird continued:
“May I ask what the chicken did?”

A

sardine is not a species of fish, but a name
that can apply to many small varieties of fish,
including herring and pilchard.

In 1759, St. James's Gate Brewery (where they
brew Guinness) was leased to Arthur Guinness
for 9,000 years for £45 per year.

The tip of

a fencing weapon is the second
fastest moving object in the Olympics. The
fastest is a bullet.

THE NUMBER 12

THE ORIGIN OF THE YULE LOG

T

hough
few of us
still bother
with it, the
burning of
the yule log
was at one
time one of
the
most
firmly entrenched customs of Christmas.
Everything to do with them was fraught with
ritual - certain formulas had to be followed very
carefully lest disaster befall the household in
the upcoming year.
It was unlucky to buy a yule log. Lucky ones
were obtained from one’s own land or from a
neighbour’s wood. Often a stump or a root (not
necessarily a proper log at all), it was brought
home on Christmas Eve and laid in the hearth.
The first step towards lighting the yule log was
fetching the carefully-preserved scrap of the
previous
year’s
log
from under the
homeowner’s bed. Having done its job of
keeping the house safe from fire and lightning
since the last festive season, it was now used
to light the new log. The new log had to catch
fire during the first attempt at lighting it; its
failure to do so was a sign of misfortune coming
to the family. Such an important duty had to be
handled gravely. And clean hands only, please
- to attempt to light the log with dirty hands
would have been an unforgivable sign of
disrespect.
Once lit, the log had to be kept burning for
twelve hours. This was not always an easy
task, as special caution was given against
stirring the embers during the lengthy
Christmas Eve supper. The log could not be
tended as long as any scrap of the dinner
remained on the table, or while anyone was still
eating.
As the log burned, people told ghost stories and
tales of olden times whilst drinking cider.
Shadows cast upon the wall were carefully
scrutinised, for it was well known that a
“headless” shadow foretold the death of the
person casting it within the year.
(Source: snopes.com)




























Tribes of Israel
Phases of the moon
Greek Labours
The number of years for a full cycle of
Jupiter
Hours in half a day
Greek Olympians.
Apostles
Days of Christmas
Signs of the Zodiac
Months in a year
The card of the hanged man (Tarot)
Stars on the flag of EU
The number of perfection
Gifts from “my true love”
Number of people who have
walked on the moon
Number of people on a jury
Letters in the Hawaiian alphabet
Pennies in an old Shilling
Inches in a foot
Labours of Heracles
Sons of Jacob
Sons of Ishmael
Gates of Jerusalem
Number of times Mary Magdalene is
mentioned in the Bible
the sons of Odin
60 seconds, 60 minutes, 24 hours -all
divisible by 12

Anyone who believes that men
are the equal of women has
to see a man trying to wrap a
Christmas present.

DAI’S OUTLOOK ON
MARRIAGE

I

euan: What’s the difference
between love and marriage?
Dai: Love is blind. Marriage is an eye opener.

FEED THE BIRDS
THIS
CHRISTMAS

Many

• If you decorated your hearth with pine cones,
then roll these in the mixture and hang from
trees outside (just make sure they haven’t been
sprayed with paint or covered in glitter, as both
can be toxic to birds).

of
us
finish
the Christmas period with a
fridge full of leftovers and
an overflowing box of
decorations to go back in
the loft, but you can transform much of this
excess into a festive gift for garden birds.

DON'T use any fat left in the roasting tin after
cooking the Christmas turkey or Boxing Day
beef – cooled solidified fat, combined with meat
juices, can easily smear onto a bird’s feathers
and interfere with their waterproofing and
insulation.

Insects and berries can be scarce at this time of
year, so extras on the bird table will be
welcomed, while nesting materials will come in
handy from late January onwards.

Of course, it is a rare
occasion
that
any
roasties are left uneaten
after the roast dinners,
but the birds will happily
snap them up if any are
available. Jacket potatoes (broken open) and
mash will also go down well. Chips will most
likely be left on the lawn, but if you have an
excess of rice from the turkey curry, they will
gobble that up, too.

Mince pies
Birds will happily tuck into
broken-up pieces of this festive
favourite. Pastry, whether it is
cooked or uncooked, is a good
energy source for birds as long as it is made
with animal fats (butter or lard), as vegetable
fats don’t provide enough for cold months.
Dried fruits, such as raisins, sultanas and
currants, are popular with blackbirds, song
thrushes and robins. Soak dried fruit in water
first to make it softer.

Roast potatoes

(Source: Countryliving.com)

Suet
If you’ve made your Christmas pudding in the
traditional way, then use any leftover beef suet
to make fat balls.
• Gently melt it in a saucepan and add bird
seed (two parts seed to one part suet).
• Pour the mixture into moulds (empty yogurt
pots will do) and leave to cool in the fridge.

G

randma got run over by a reindeer
Walking home from our house Christmas Eve.
You can say there's no such thing as Santa,
But as for me and Grandpa, we believe.
She'd been drinking too much egg nog,
And we'd begged her not to go.
But she'd left her medication,
So she stumbled out the door into the snow.
When they found her Christmas morning,
At the scene of the attack.
There were hoof prints on her forehead,
And incriminating Claus marks on her back.

It's not Christmas without Grandma.
All the family's dressed in black.
And we just can't help but wonder:
Should we open up her gifts or send them
back?

HOW TO SET
UP A
CHESSBOARD

If you have a chess set
and want to start a game,
the first thing you need to do is get the board
set up correctly.
- Lay out the light square in the bottom-right
corner.
- Set up the pawns on the second rank.
- Put your rooks in the corners
- Place your knights next to the rooks.
- Bishops go next to knights.
- Queen goes on her own colour square.
- Place your king in the last square available.
- Don't forget, white always moves first!

BLUE ANCHOR

Jan

Now we're all so proud of Grandpa,
He's been taking this so well.
See him in there watching football,
Drinking beer and playing cards with our Nell.

Door wreath
There’s no need to ditch your Christmas
wreath come Twelfth Night. If it is made with
natural foliage, so much the better, but even
one made from synthetic materials can be
transformed into a DIY nesting kit for birds.
Wind some straw or dried grasses around it,
and push in moss, undyed feathers and pieces
of sheep’s wool picked from fences. You can
even snag combings of pet hair onto the twigs.
Move it from the front door and hang it from a
tree in the back garden where birds will use the
contents for nesting materials when the
breeding season starts in February.

POOR OLD GRANDMA

Now the goose is on the table
And the pudding made of fig.
And a blue and silver candle,
That would have matched Grandma's wig.
I've warned all my friends and neighbours.
Better watch out for yourselves.
They should never give a license,
To a man who drives a sleigh and plays with
elves.
Grandma got run over by a reindeer,
Walking home from our house Christmas Eve.
You can say there's no such thing as Santa,
But as for me and Grandpa, we believe

and Graham would
like to welcome old and
new customers back to the
oldest pub in Pwll. The
Blue Anchor has recently
reopened after a huge
makeover and Jan and Graham would like to
thank all involved for their hard work and
support over recent months. Opening hours at
the time of going to press for this edition of the
magazine is 12 till 12 Tuesday to Sunday and
light meals are also served Tuesday through to
Sunday. Why not pop in for a drink and see for
yourself.
Over recent weeks they have been fundraising
for a Defibrillator to be situated on the outside
wall of the pub and have recently succeeded on
reaching their target. “We would like to thank
everyone for supporting us in all the fundraising
events held over recent weeks. Hopefully it will
be installed before Christmas.”
Jan and Graham would like to wish old and new
customers a Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Healthy New Year.

Never worry about the size of
your Christmas tree. In the eyes
of children, they are all 30 feet
tall.

DAI AND THE BURGLAR

Dai walks into a police station
and says to the duty sergeant, “I
live just down the road. You
arrested a burglar breaking into
my house last night. I’d like to speak to him,
please.”
“Sorry, sir, but you’ll get your chance in court,”
says the duty officer.
“No,” says Dai. “I want to know how he got into
the house without waking the wife. I’ve been
trying to do that for years.”

SANTA’S
REINDEER??

Can

you name the
original eight reindeer
that pulled Santa’s
sleigh?
They were
Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid,
Donner and Blitzen, weren’t they?
If you thought they were …. then you would be
wrong. The original names come from an 1823
publication of the poem “A Visit from Saint
Nicholas” which goes:"Now! Dasher, now! Dancer,
now! Prancer, and Vixen,
On! Comet, on! Cupid,
on! Dunder and Blixem

I'm dreaming of a white Christmas, just like the
ones I used to know…" says the song, but is it
true? Do we really remember snowy
Christmases like the ones depicted on
Christmas cards?
Apparently Britain was in the grip of a mini “Ice
Age” between 1550 and 1850 when the winters
were persistent and very severe. 1813 was the
last year that a 'Frost Fair' was held on the
River Thames in London.
It was during this period that the tradition of a
'White Christmas' became deep-seated in our
culture. Snow at Christmas was much more
common in the 19th Century when works such
as Charles Dickens 'A Christmas Carol' and
'Pickwick Papers' were being written.

So it wasn’t Donner and Blitzen but Dunder and
Blixen (which incidentally is Dutch for thunder
and lightning).

In the next fifteen years, over 300 different
versions of "Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer"
sold a total of 40 million copies - thus
establishing the names of Donner and Blitzen,
for ever.

on Christmas morning, worth £330.

- The parts of speech are lungs and air.
- The inhabitants of Moscow are called

Mosquitoes.
- A census taker is a man who goes from
house to house increasing the population.
- Water is composed of two gins. Oxygin and
hydrogin. Oxygin is pure gin. Hydrogin is
gin and water.

- Most of the houses in France are made of
plaster of Paris.
Above: Pwll Fishing Lakes – Frozen and snow covered.
December 2000. (Photo: Jeff Williams)

So, how many white Christmases have there
been in the last 50 years? Well first of all it
would be wise to define a white Christmas.
Betting men need only one flake of snow to
claim a white Christmas, for me - only snow
lying on the ground would do it!

1956
1964
1968
1970
1976
1981
1996
1999

(light snow)
(light snow)
(sleet)
(light snow, lying)
(light snow)
(snow lying)
(sleet)
(sleet)

Of the presents received, one in 10 will be

Will we have a white Christmas this year?

broken by the New Year, only 40% will make it
to March and just a quarter will be intact by next
Xmas.

Perhaps the best person to ask might be a
bookmaker!

- To prevent head colds, use an agonizer to
spray into the nose until it drips into the
throat.
- The four seasons are salt, pepper, mustard
and vinegar.
- The climate is hottest next to the Creator.
- Syntax is all the money collected at the
church from sinners.
- The blood circulates through the body by
flowing down one leg and up the other.

DAI’S CHRISTMAS
GOOD DEED

- (Define H2O and CO2.) H2O is hot water
and CO2 is cold water.

- A city purifies its water supply by filtering the
water then forcing it through an aviator.

Snow in London - since 1950 (sorry its London
but the Met Office don’t record the snow falling
in Pwll for whatever reason!)

The average British child will open 18 presents

Amusing things students
have written in their exam papers. Here
are a few examples:

- The general direction of the Alps is straight
up.

In the passage of time Blixem was changed to
Blixen to make it rhyme with Vixen. When the
poem was published in Germany the name
Blixen had changed to Blitzen (German for
lightening).
In the passages of time Dunder changed to
Donder before becoming Donner in the 1949
song “Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer”
recorded by Gene Autry.

- A scout obeys all to whom obedience is
due and respects all duly constipated
authorities.

I’M DREAMING OF A WHITE
CHRISTMAS

- The spinal column is a long bunch of
bones.
- The head sits on the top and you sit on the
bottom.
- One of the main causes of dust is janitors.

D

ai is walking down Elgin Road on
Christmas Eve when he notices Ieuan, a small
boy, trying to press the doorbell of a house
across the street. However, Ieuan is very small
and the doorbell is too high for him to reach.
After watching the boy's efforts for some time,
Dai moves closer to Ieuan. He steps smartly
across the street, walks up behind the little
fellow and, placing his hand on the Ieuan’s
shoulder, leans over and gives the doorbell a
solid ring. Crouching down to Ieuan's level, Dai
smiles benevolently and asks, 'And now what,
my little man?' To which Ieuan replies with a
beaming grin, 'Now we run!'

The Bônau Cabbage Patch is published and issued by The Pwll Action Committee. The editors are: Peter Kent
(53 Pwll Road - 755260) & Jeff Williams (81 Pwll Road - 777420). Please submit your reports, articles etc to either editor or any other
committee member. Hand written reports are OK – we’ll type them up for you. Please ensure you include your name, address and
telephone number so we can contact you just in case we need clarification or we can’t read your writing! You can also contact the
magazine by e-mail at: pwllmag@gmail.com
Closing date for submissions of articles, reports etc for the Spring edition is noon 22
th
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PWLL CHAMPION CRICKETER
David Richards helping Llanelli Cricket Club to achieve their second League title
in the last 5 years.
Pictured with David in 2017 is his late father Brian and in 2021, his
daughter, Frankie Richards.

