DIARY DATES
2022

To contact The Bônau Cabbage Patch or The
Welcome

to edition No 78 of The Bônau
Cabbage Patch. We have put a lot of effort into
preparing this edition for you and we hope you
enjoy it. It has all the usual features plus,
hopefully, some you will find educating or
amusing. Enjoy. Thanks for your support
.

WE’RE ON THE WEB

Don’t forget that you can view
all previous editions of the
magazine on the web. We also have over 500
old and new photographs of interest to Pwll
residents there. Take a look by pointing your
browser to: www.pwllmag.co.uk

THANK YOU TO OUR
SPONSORS

As

we celebrate our 78th edition of the
magazine, we want to say “thank you” to the
people who have made all these editions
possible – our advertisers!
The Bônau Cabbage Patch Magazine is FREE
for all residents of Pwll and also the ex-pats of
the village so please support the companies
and individuals that support us. Every
advertiser is important – we appreciate every
one of them and hope we still have a great
working relationship with them as we look
forward to future editions.

Pwll Action Committee please call Stuart on
755665 or Peter on 755260 or Jeff on 777420
or drop your articles or reports through our
letterboxes at 43 or 53 or 81 Pwll Road or you
can send us e-mail at:
pwllmag@gmail.com
Any photographs we use are first scanned and
then the originals are returned to their rightful
owners so don’t be shy or fearful in sending us
your photographs. It would be handy though if
you wrote your name and address on the back
of the photo (in pencil) or you attached one of
those ‘post-it-notes’.

BÔNAU
DEADLINES

Don’t

forget to turn your
clocks BACK one hour before
going to bed on Saturday 29th October. British
Summer Time officially ends at 2:00am on
Sunday 30th October.

forward and provide them with information so
they can provide a better service. It also keeps
them in the loop of what is really going on in our
community. You can contact PCSO 8005 Eira
Jones telephone number 101 or e-mail
eira.jones@dyfed-powys.pnn.police.uk.
You can also follow Dyfed Powys Police on
Twitter at www.twitter.com/DyfedPowys or be
their friend on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/DPPolice/

Try to remember, the greener
grass across the fence may be
due to a septic tank issue.

The

Good judgement comes from
experience and experience, well,
that comes from bad judgement.
- unknown

Remember those not here today,

Due to the Covid Pandemic the Hengoed Beat

(Flight Lieutenant William Walker AE – Spitfire Pilot)

PWLL NEIGHBOURHOOD
WATCH & POLICING TEAM

Surgeries are cancelled. However PCSO
Shaun Davies and PCSO Sophie Jones are
available for people to speak to by calling 101
or you can e-mail her:-

shaun.davies@dyfed-powys.police.uk
sophie.jones@dyfed-powys.police.uk

And those unwell or far away,
And those who never lived to see,
The end of war and Victory,
And every friend who’ve passed our way,
Remembered as of yesterday,
It’s absent friends we miss the most,
To ALL, let’s drink a loving toast.

Sept 21st
Sept 21st
Sept 23rd
Oct 04th
Oct 04th
Oct 10th
Oct 30th
Oct 31st
Nov 01st
Nov 02nd
Nov 05th
Nov 13th
Nov 27th
Nov 30th
Dec 08th

Wynne’s Quiz
Summer Bank Holiday
World Suicide Prevention
Day
International Day of Peace
World Alzheimer’s Day
Autumn equinox
World Animal Day
Feast of St Francis of Assisi
World Mental Health Day
Daylight Saving Ends
Halloween
All Saints’ Day
All Souls’ Day
Guy Fawkes Day
Remembrance Sunday
First Day of Advent
St Andrew’s Day
Feast of the Immaculate
Conception

I drank so much wine last night
that when I walked across the
dance floor to get another glass I
won the dance competition.

deadline for the
winter edition of The
Bônau Cabbage Patch is noon 22nd October
2022 for your articles or reports or 20th October
2022 for any amendments to your advert.

REMEMBER THOSE
WINTER’S COMING CLOCKS GO BACK

The local police rely on us, the public to come

Aug 28th
Aug 29th
Sept 10th

Due to the Covid Pandemic the Hengoed Beat
Surgeries are cancelled.
You can contact your local Police Community
Support Officers Shaun Davies and Sophie
Jones by phoning 101 or by e-mail at:

Follow them on their Twitter Page:

shaun.davies@dyfed-powys.police.uk

www.twitter.com/DyfedPowys

sophie.jones@dyfed-powys.police.uk

REFUSE COLLECTION –

A BRIEF HISTORY
OF LLANELLI

Carmarthenshire

The

first beginnings of
Llanelli can be found on the
lands of present-day Parc
Howard. An Iron Age hill fort
once
stood
which
was
called Bryn-Caerau (hill of the
forts). Evidence suggests that there were many
as 5 hill forts from Old Road to the Dimpath.
During the dark ages a saint named Elli or Ellyw
who in legend is the son or daughter (gender
not known) of King Brychan set up a church on
the banks of the Afon Lliedi. It was around this
time that the people of Bryn-Caerau began to
come down the hill either to the Felinfoel area
or to near Saint Ellyw's church. This was the
start of the building of the town and its church.
Originally the church would've been a wooden
or partly stone thatched chapel. It wasn't until
the 1200s that they built the stone tower and a
stone church. However the church (excluding
the tower) was rebuilt at the beginning of the
20th century. The reason the church still looks
old is for it was rebuilt with the same stones
with the same plan. Historically a mining town,
Llanelli grew significantly in the 18th century
and 19th century with the mining of coal and
later the tinplate industry and steelworks. Many
of these industries were served by the Llanelly
and Mynydd Mawr Railway which opened in
1803.

RECYCLE

Recycling has a modern ring to it, but it’s a
practice as old as civilization. Aside from the
occasional wasteful aristocrat, most people in
history couldn’t afford to throw away useful
materials. They repaired them, reused them, or
reworked them into new objects.
This tradition has been revived in recent
decades as our wasteful habits have caught up
with us. Old tyres now become springy
playground surfaces. Pop bottles are spun into
clothing. Compostable organic matter replaces
plastic. We haven’t yet got to the point where
everything old is new again—but we’re working
on it.

Llanelli became such a significant regional
producer of tin that it was referred to as
"Tinopolis" by the latter half of the 19th
century. The closure of coal mines and
competition from overseas steel plants meant
that Llanelli, like many other towns in southern
Wales, saw significant and sustained economic
decline from the late 1970s. (Source: Wikipedia)

DID YOU KNOW

Bill

Gates told his Harvard University
professors that he would be a millionaire by
age 30. He became a billionaire at age 31.

The

1939 novel Gadsby is the longest
book ever published that doesn't contain
the letter 'e.'

THE SLIDE RULE

KIDWELLY CASTLE

The slide

rule is a mechanical analogue
computer. As graphical analogue calculators,
slide rules are closely related
to nomograms, but the former
are
used
for
general
calculations, whereas the latter
are used for application-specific
computations.
The slide rule is used primarily
for multiplication and division,
and also for functions such
as exponents, roots, logarithms,
and trigonometry, but typically
not for addition or subtraction.
Though similar in name and
appearance to a standard ruler,
the slide rule is not meant to be
used for measuring length or
drawing straight lines.
Slide rules exist in a diverse
range of styles and generally
appear in a linear or circular
form with a standardized set
of graduated markings (scales)
essential
to
performing
mathematical
computations.
Slide rules manufactured for
specialized fields such as
aviation or finance typically
feature additional scales that aid
in calculations particular to those
fields.
At its simplest, each number to
be multiplied is represented by a length on a
sliding ruler. As the rulers each have a
logarithmic scale, it is possible to align them to
read the sum of the logarithms, and hence
calculate the product of the two numbers.
The Reverend William Oughtred and others
developed the slide rule in the 17th century
based
on
the
emerging
work
on logarithms by John Napier. Before the
advent of the electronic calculator, it was the
most commonly used calculation tool in science
and engineering. The use of slide rules
continued to grow through the 1950s and 1960s
even as computers were being gradually
introduced; but around 1974 the handheld
electronic scientific calculator made them
largely obsolete and most suppliers left the
business.

The present remains of the castle include
work from about 1111 to about 1476.
Created as a defence against the Welsh, the
castle fell to the Welsh several times in the
twelfth century. Later in its history, it was
unsuccessfully besieged by forces of Owain
Glyndŵr in 1403 with assistance from
soldiers
from France and Brittany who
captured Kidwelly town. The castle was
relieved by a Norman army after just three
weeks. The gatehouse was extensively
damaged and it was rebuilt on the
instructions of King Henry V. It largely
escaped involvement in the English Civil
War.
The plan of the castle consists of a square
inner bailey defended by four round towers,
which overlook a semi-circular outer curtain
wall on the landward side, with the
massive gatehouse next to the river. The
river
prevents
this
from
being
a
truly concentric plan, however a jutting tower
protects the riverside walls, and the final plan
is very strong.
The castle is relatively well-preserved, and is
managed by Cadw.
The surrounding countryside is reputedly
haunted by the headless ghost of Gwenllian
ferch Gruffydd, wife of the Welsh
prince Gruffydd ap Rhys, who was beheaded
in 1136.
(Kidwelly was used as a location for the film Monty Python
and the Holy Grail, appearing in the very first scene after
the titles. After the first view of King Arthur and Patsy, a
very misty establishing shot shows Kidwelly as their
destination).
(Source: Wikipedia)

MOSSAD
Mossad
is
the
national
intelligence agency of Israel. It is
one of the main entities in the
Israeli Intelligence Community,
along with Aman (military intelligence) and Shin
Bet (Internal Security).
Mossad
is
responsible
for intelligence
collection, covert
operations,
and counterterrorism. Mossad is separate from Israel's
democratic institutions. Because no law defines
its purpose, objectives, roles, missions, powers
or budget and because it is exempt from
the constitutional laws of the State of
Israel, Mossad has been described as a deep
state. Its director answers directly and only to
the Prime Minister. Its annual budget is
estimated to be around £2 billion and it is
estimated that it employs around 7,000 people
directly, making it the second-largest espionage
agency in the Western world, after the
American CIA.
(Source: Wikipedia)

THE RED BOOK OF HERGEST
(Llyfr Coch Hergest)

Although it’s named after a place in England –
Hergest Court in Herefordshire,
where it sat out the Elizabethan
Age – the Red Book is the most
important medieval manuscript
in the Welsh language. It’s best
known
for
containing
the Mabinogion, a collection of
the earliest Welsh prose. Its
stories introduce a rich cast of
characters, including many strong women.
There's the flower maiden Blodeuwedd
(eventually turned into an owl for betraying her
husband, Lleu Llaw Gyffes), the expert
horsewoman Rhiannon, and Branwen, the
princess whose unhappy marriage destroys two
nations. By the time a scribe had painstakingly
written the tales out at the end of the 14th
century, they would already have been
centuries old; but their themes of murder,
heartbreak, ambition and loss are timeless.
(Source: Wales.com)

DAI AND THE
ROLLS ROYCE
DRIVER

Dai

drives a Mini
Cooper with dark tinted windows. One day he
pulls up next to a Rolls Royce at a red light. Dai
rolls down his window and asks the Rolls Royce
driver, “You got a telephone in that Roller?”
“As a matter of fact I do, right here on the seat
beside me,” says the Roller driver.
“Me too,” says Dai. “You got a TV in that
Roller?”
The Roller driver replies: “Yes I do, right here
on the dash.”
“Me too,” says Dai. “You got a twin bed in the
back seat?”
The Roller driver replies: “Er . . . no.”
“I do,” says Dai, just as the light turns green
and he shoots off.
The Rolls Royce driver makes a note of the
registration number then heads straight to the
nearest Rolls Royce dealer.
“Yes,” the dealership assistant tells him, “we do
carry and can install a twin bed in the rear seat
of your car.”
So, after about
a week the
Roller
driver
picks up his car
with the newly
installed
twin
bed.
A couple of
days later he
spots Dai’s Mini Cooper in a car park. He gets
out of his car, walks over to the Mini and starts
rapping on the back window. No response. He
raps on the window again. No response, so he
raps some more. The window lowers a couple
of inches and Dai says, “Yes?”
“Remember me?” says the Roller driver. “I just
wanted you to know that I have a twin bed in
the back seat of my Roller now.”
Dai frowns and says: “You get me out of the
shower just to tell me that?”

LEARNING
SOMETHING
EVERY DAY
A Celebration of Life by
David Huw Thomas
ISBN 9798479575648

Pwll

has produced a
brace of novelists in recent
decades, but as far as I am aware David Huw
Thomas is the first Pwll native to write his
memoirs. Published memoirs have traditionally
been the preserve of the rich and famous,
politicians,
sports
stars
and
pointless
celebrities. It is refreshing to have an account
written by a man whose life has been almost
determinedly uneventful: Huw spent over thirtyeight years working for Tesco, and Brighton is
the furthest he has been from Pwll.
But
unglamorous lives are worth recording too, and
Huw has done well to bring this project to
fruition.
Huw's life story, entitled Learning Something
Every Day, is a brave book in a number of
ways. The jacket accurately notes that Huw
doesn't shy away from joy, sadness, laughter or
loss. He is unafraid to describe his failures
along with his successes. His honesty is
endearing. He doesn't spare himself as he
describes his struggles to overcome his
shyness. An innovative chapter where Huw
“interviews” himself shows how successful he
has been in this.
The book's structure is innovative too. Rather
than limit himself to a one-dimensional
chronological account of events, Huw makes
frequent diversions to share his memories on
such diverse subjects as music and television,
food and football. He offers pen-pictures of his
family, who will be well-known to many readers
of this magazine, giving all due credit to his
parents and Mamgu for their part in his
upbringing. He is generous in his praise of his
friends. He offers us a selection of his poetry.
There are repeated references to a giant
cabbage.
The childhood world Huw describes is longgone but will be familiar to many: the unheated
bedrooms, the outdoor lavatories, the magic of
Christmas.
His parents' world of work is
vanished completely: his father worked at Pwll's
woollen mill before adventurous war service in

the Marines, and afterwards at Carmarthen Bay
power station, while before her marriage, his
mother worked in one of Pwll's two brickworks.
He speaks warmly of his time at Pwll school,
but is blunt about the shortcomings of his
secondary education: lessons disrupted by
pupils who didn't want to learn, a curriculum he
found boring, eventual departure soon after his
16th birthday, to enter an uncertain job market
without qualifications.
His account of his
working life illustrates the frustrations of being a
cog in a large machine. It is heart-warming to
read of the friendships Huw made there.

At one point Huw mentions his interest in
social history and he should be proud of
having made this book his contribution to it.
All in all, it is a book like few others and I am
glad to have read it.
(Book review by Richard Powell)

DID YOU KNOW

From 2002 to 2017, two satellites orbited the
Earth, one chasing the other and carefully
monitoring the distance between them. NASA
nicknamed them Tom and Jerry.

In the first century AD, Roman engineer Sextus
Julius Frontinus wrote that catapults were so
good, there was no chance that any more
destructive forms of warfare would be invented.

Bangladeshi farmers are raising ducks instead
of chickens because when floods come, the
birds can survive by floating.

WOULD YOU
BELIEVE IT

Ancient

Egypt
had
documented
the
first
government health plan.
Egyptologists have evidence of these health
benefits in the preserved records of the Luxor
site, where 12th-century BC artisans who built
the tombs of the Egyptian pharaohs could either
take a paid day off or receive a free medical
examination.

MEET YOUR COUNCILLORS
LLANELLI RURAL COUNCIL
COUNCILLORS – HENGOED WARD:

Cllr Bethan Clement
(Welsh Labour)
07415 253464
bethan.williams.llanelli@gmail
.com

Canolfan

y Gors is a
specialist
provision
which
supports pupils with social and
emotional difficulties from ages
11-16.
Here at the centre our pupils are given
opportunities to garden, play music, take part in
the Duke of Edinburgh award and Mindfullness.

Cllr Jennifer Susan Phillips
(Plaid Cymru)
01554 750787
jsphillips6680@hotmail.com

We teach the curriculum as well as Art and
Drama up to GCSE level and vocational skills
such as building, up-cycling, DT and Social
Enterprises and in year 10 pupils can attend
college to study BTEC Courses.

Cllr Martin Vaughan Davies
(Plaid Cymru)
01554 776587
transl8@hotmail.co.uk

We absolutely love being so near the sea and
have taken the opportunities to paddle in the
sea, build sandcastles, fly kites, and go rock
pooling whenever we have had the chance. We
encourage our students to get out and about as
much as possible as we know the benefits are
immeasurable.

Cllr William Edward Skinner
(Welsh Labour)
07575 754764
ed@edwardskinner.com

We celebrated the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
with a party here. We reflected on all of the
changes that the world has seen over the time
she has been on the throne and learned some
great royal family
trivia too!

CARMARTHEN COUNTY COUNCIL
COUNCILLORS – HENGOED WARD:

Cllr Martyn Palfreman
(Welsh Labour)
01554 770523
MPalfreman@carmarthenshire.
gov.uk

Cllr William Edward Skinner
(Welsh Labour)
07575 754764
EdSkinner@carmarthenshire.
gov.uk

Our plant sale at
the end of the last
term was a great
success. We have
really
missed
being
able to
welcome families into the building over the last
two years so it was wonderful to be able to
meet some of you for the first time in person
rather than over a computer screen or
telephone.
We have been working
hard to develop our
outdoor
spaces
at
Canolfan y Gors. The
greenhouse has been in
full use and we should
soon see the fruits of our
labour (literally!). Get
ready for some bags of
tomatoes coming home
with students!

PEMBREY
SANDS, AIR
WEAPONS
RANGE

CANOLFAN Y GORS continued
May also marked the beginning of the GCSE
exams and the countdown to our Year 11’s
finishing. We already feel emotional at the
thought of waving them off but we are so proud
of the progress they have made whilst being
with us and can’t wait to hear all about their
many successes in the future. Although we
recognise the importance of qualifications we
also know that a piece of paper doesn’t define a
person and that learning is a lifelong journey.
We have seen some fantastic levels of
commitment and maturity in the exams but
whatever the outcomes are, we are immensely
proud of our wonderful students.
Josie Chapman – Centre Manager

Welcome to Pwll.
Winter is at 6am. Spring is at
10am. Summer is at 2pm. And
autumn is at 4:30.

WOULD YOU
BELIEVE IT

Ketchup

was sold in the
1830s as medicine. In
1834, it was sold as a cure
for an upset stomach by an
Ohio physician named John Cook. It wasn’t
popularised as a condiment until the late 19th
century!

The Bloody Mary wasn’t always called Bloody

Pembrey

Sands
Air
Weapons
Range
is
primarily an air-to-ground
bombing and strafing practice area.
The main users of the range are the instructors
and students of 19(F) Sqn, flying the Hawk
aircraft, although other fast jets can also use
the facilities. Military helicopters also use the
range and its targets for cabin door gunnery
practice. In a typical year pilots will conduct
10,000 passes to target, drop 1,500 bombs and
fire 120,000 rounds of ammunition.
A 7,000ft Tactical Landing Zone (TLZ) can be
established on the beach for C-130 Hercules
crews to practise natural surface operations. A
Course for TLZ Safety Officers is regularly run
at Pembrey Sands to train personnel in the
techniques of laying out a suitable natural
surface landing strip.
(Source: Ministry of Defence: Defence Infrastructure
Organisation)

DAI RETURNS FROM
HONEYMOON

Tug of War used to be an Olympic sport! It was

“Oh my! That was bad!” said Ieuan. “All the
same, don’t worry. I’m sure Blodwen will get
over it soon enough. She can’t really expect
that you have been saving yourself all these
years!”

a species of spider in China that
disguises itself so that it looks like a dead leaf
when seen from below and a living one when
seen from above.

Playstation when Dai, his
grandfather, came in the
bedroom and sat down next to
him. “What are you doing?”
asked Dai. “You’re eighteen
years old and you’re wasting your life! When I
was your age I went to Paris, I went to the
Moulin Rouge, drank all night, had my way with
the dancers, got drunk at the bar and left
without paying! I knew how to have a good
time!”
A few weeks later Dai comes to visit again. He
finds the lad still in his room, but with a broken
arm in plaster, two black eyes and missing all
his front teeth.
“What happened to you?” asked Dai.
“Well, granddad,” replied the boy, “I did what
you did! I went to Paris, went to the Moulin
Rouge, drank all night, had my way with the
dancers, got drunk at the bar . . . and the
barman beat seven shades out of me!”

The Festival prides itself on transforming the
way people think about food; challenging and
promoting new ideas, pushing the boundaries
of current thinking and encouraging people to
look differently at where their food comes
from.
Over the years, the Festival has attracted top
food heavyweights such as: Hugh FearnleyWhittingstall, Monica Galetti, Jane Baxter,
Jose Pizarro and Valentine Warner, to name
but a few. By engaging with influential chefs,
commentators and journalists both nationally
and internationally, they have grown to
become one the highest profile food events in
Britain.
This year’s festival takes place on 17th and
18th September
(Source: www.abergavennyfoodfestival.com)

“Oh dear!” replied Dai. “Who did you go to Paris
with?”

DOSS HOUSE

“Just a couple mates, why? Who did you go
with?”
Dai replied: “The 21st Army Tank Brigade.”

and Blodwen return from
their
honeymoon
and
it’s
obvious to their friends that all was not well. So
Dai’s best man, Ieuan, takes him aside and
asked him what the problem was.
“Well,” replied newlywed Dai, “when we had
finished making love on the first night, I got up
to go to the bathroom; I put a £50 note on the
pillow without thinking.”

There’s

A teenager was playing on his

Through their outstanding programme of
activities, including product tastings, kids’
activities, master classes, hands-on cookery
lessons and topical debates, they provide the
inside track on food issues, offer new ideas
about the future of our food and showcase
rising stars emerging from the industry.

Dai

Mary! First, the popular brunch drink was
actually called A Bucket of Blood. After Bucket
of Blood, it transitioned to Red Snapper and,
finally, settled on Bloody Mary.
part of the Olympic schedule between 1900 and
1920 and occurred at 5 different Summer
Olympic Games. The nation to win the most
medals in this was Britain with 5 medals, then
the USA with 3.

DAI’S WARTIME
RECOLLECTION

Dai nodded thoughtfully. “I still don’t know if I
can get over this though.”
“What do you mean?” asked Ieuan.
“Well, she gave me £30 change.”

ABERGAVENNY FOOD
FESTIVAL

The

Abergavenny Food Festival enjoys an
exceptional reputation as a place for chefs,
food businesses, journalists, farmers and food
producers to come together. They are known
for being an inclusive and welcoming event,
delivering a delicious opportunity for people
from all walks of life to explore and learn
about food.

A

Doss House is used to describe living
accommodation that is basic in the extreme
and a Dosser is an unkind word used to
describe somebody living there or in any other
cheap, temporary place. The phrase is traced
back to Elizabethan England during the late
16th century when a basic straw bed was
known as a ‘doss’, taken from the French word
‘dossel’ meaning bundle of hay. Farmers and
other landowners would rent out straw beds in
barns, or other basic shelters, to the homeless
and these places, lined with ‘dossels’ were
known as doss houses.

PWLL ATHLETIC F.C.

bring back vivid memories of a boyhood in the
village and surrounds.

The

With this in mind I attach herewith a photograph
of an informal cricket team which includes my
father, Walter (Wally) Davies holding the cricket
bat and my uncle Aelwyn Dunn, far left. Maybe
some senior villagers may be able to identify
the other members of the group. Interestingly
the spot on which they are sitting is the site of
Pwll C.P.School so predates 1937. In the
background can be seen the bungalow known
in my young days as Captain Harries' house
and later occupied by Mr Parker, a biology
teacher at Llanelli Girls Grammar School. Just
out of shot to the right would be the bungalow
where my grandparents opened a sweet shop
and brought up their family before taking up the
licence of The Talbot Inn.

latest
Carmarthenshire
League positions will appear in the
next edition of the magazine.

PLATINUM
JUBILEE
WEEKEND

To

celebrate
the
Queens Platinum Jubilee
the Blue Anchor held a
weekend of festivities.
On the Thursday afternoon a children’s party
and face painting session was held followed in
the evening by the Thursday Night Quiz.
Friday saw a free Bar B Q for one and all. A
Jubilee celebration cake had been ordered and
this was sliced and distributed among everyone
throughout the afternoon and evening.
Saturday evening was the turn of local singer
Katie Lewis to entertain the locals. She
delivered a set of very well chosen and very
appreciated songs.
Sunday saw the usual and popular Bingo
session followed by a full house for Wynne’s
Jubilee Quiz.

The second photograph shows the participants
in the Holy Trinity Church nativity play circa
1949 and records the large number of young
people (including me, one of the kings, second
right, front row) involved in church activities at
that time. Sadly some are no longer with us but
there are others who will doubtless recognize
themselves easily.

Hello Stuart, Jeff & Peter, I
trust this message finds you
and yours safe and well during these difficult
times. I am fortunate to be able to keep regular
contact with the "goings on" in Pwll through the
kindness of my cousin Jane (Siop Fach) Evans
who sends me each edition of "The Bônau". It is
always fascinating to see the photos that have
been stashed away for many years and which

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee quiz was held
by Wynne Thomas at The Blue Anchor on
Sunday 5th June.
A big thank you goes to Wynne for, once
again, organising an amazing quiz. Thanks as
well to Jan for an excellent evening. Finally, a
big thanks to you, for attended the quiz and
contributed to making it such an enjoyable
evening. We raised an astounding £70 for the
Wales Air Ambulance.
We offer our congratulations to the winning
team - ‘First Past the Post’.
Wynne’s next ‘quarterly’ quiz is on Sunday 28th
August (7:30pm) at The Blue Anchor with
another during Christmas week.

I sincerely hope that these can be used to
kindle village memories of happier times.

If you are considering entering a float we have
already organised for lorries and trailers to be
made available so there is no need for you to
worry about that. Insurance is also arranged.
We are looking for vendors who can provide
and run certain stalls on the day (examples: Ice
Cream Vendor, Hot Dog Vendor, Hot Drink
Vendor, Hog Roast Vendor etc).
We are also looking for people to organise and
attend on the day to run stalls (craft stalls, cake
stalls, fun stalls etc).
You can contact us by e-mail at:
pwllcarnival@gmail.com
or phone:
Jan at the Blue Anchor on 07817 909202
Or
Stuart Messer on 07977 557090

THE FIRST
ASTRONAUT

With best wishes for the continued success of
The Bônau Cabbage Patch.
(Walter) John Davies

Wan Hu, a Chinese inventor,

The photographs that John is referring to
can be found on the inside back cover of
this magazine.

considered the first astronaut in
history, tried to go to the moon
in the 14th century.

Thank you to Jan and Graham for organising
the weekend and a huge thanks to everyone
who attended and made it such a successful
weekend.

LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

WYNNE’S
“QUEEN’S
PLATINUM
JUBILEE” CHARITY
QUIZ AT THE BLUE
ANCHOR

The proposals - so far - is that a carnival
procession (complete with floats) will leave the
Millennium Festival Fields and drive along the
main road to the King George V playing fields at
Pwll. The playing fields will have a fete and gala
for everyone to enjoy.

CARNIVAL MEETING

At a recent well attended meeting at The Blue
DID YOU KNOW

It

only takes six minutes for alcohol to
affect your brain.

Daniel

Radcliffe went through nearly 70
wands and 160 pairs of glasses during the
making of the Harry Potter films.

Anchor it was agreed that as much effort as
possible should be channelled towards the
reintroduction of the Pwll Carnival for 2023
onwards.
th

A second meeting held on July 13 decided
that a bank account should be opened in the
name of Pwll Carnival and plans for the carnival
for next year should be put into motion.

S

It was decided that the carnival should be held
on the last Saturday in June, which was
apparently the date that previous Pwll carnivals
were held.

It's

We are looking for ideas and volunteers to
make the event a success. If you think you can
help please get in touch with us.

" trengths" is the longest word in the
English language with one vowel.
illegal to own just one guinea pig in
Switzerland.

He tied 47 rockets loaded with gunpowder
under a chair, then sat down and ordered 47
servants (one per rocket) to light them. There
was a powerful explosion, a cloud of smoke
rose and there was no trace of Wan Hu.
A crater has been dedicated to him on the far
side of the moon, a bit of a consolation prize.

DAI’S NEWBORN
BABY
Dai is awaiting his newborn
baby in the delivery room. The
midwife comes in and hands him a black baby.
“Is this yours?” asks the nurse.
“Quite probably,” Dai replies, “she burns
everything.”

CAPEL BETHLEHEM CHAPEL

great grandfather William Rogers was the first
minister of Bethlehem Chapel.

Bethlehem Baptist Chapel in Pwll held its last

Bethlehem, we were reminded by Dr Christian
Williams is one chapter in the book of the whole
church of Jesus Christ. A chapter that has
come to a close and yet one which can be read
with much gratitude and thanksgiving. None of
us left Bethlehem without the assurance that
the work and witness of the church continues.
Times change, demographics often dictate –
Bethlehem like so many other causes was born
in a time of great increase and religious fervour
of which the early founders were a part.

service on Wednesday 6th July 2022 after 188
years of Christian worship and witness in the
village of Pwll the church was decommissioned.
The service was one of sadness and painful
emotion for those members and friends of
Bethlehem, some of who had worshipped there
from their childhood. It was the church at
Adulam Felinfoel who settled the church at
Bethlehem as it did all the Baptist churches of
Llanelli. From those early days generations of
worshippers remained faithful to their calling
and in worship, word and deed proclaimed the
goodness and mercy of God. We were
reminded in the service of those early believers
who came in strong faith and who gave to the
neighbourhood a house of prayer and a place
of worship. There is no doubt that Bethlehem
has been a community of faith where lives have
been changed and where in the bonds of love
the salvation and new life in Christ was faithfully
proclaimed for all those years.

… Capel Bethlehem Chapel Continued from p17
Capel Y Bedyddwyr Bethlehem Baptist
Chapel, Pwll.
Sefydlwyd / Founded 1834.
Capel Cyntaf / First Chapel 1834. Cost £200.00
Capel Presennol / Present Chapel 1875. Cost
£1,800.00
Adnewyddwyd Y Pulud a’r Sedd Fawr / Pulpit
and Big Seat Renewed c.1930. Cost £2,000.00
Adeiladwyd y Festri / Vestry Built 1898. Cost
£750.00
Adeiladwyd Ysgoldy Salem / Salem
Schoolroom Built 1905. Cost £700.00
Adeiladwyd yr Organ / Organ Installed 1960s.
Rhestrwyd Gradd II Gan Cadw / Cadw Grade II
Listed Building. 1998
Datgorfforwyd yr achos a chaewyd y capel –
06.07.22
Cause dissolved and chapel closed -06.07.22
Capel hardd a chymdeithas annwyl. Diolch i
Dduw am 188 o flynyddoedd o dystiolaeth a
gwaith yng nghmuned Pwll.
We wish to thank Rev David Jones for giving us
permission to publish his account of the service.
Also we would like to thank Dr. Christian
Williams for the information about Bethlehem
Chapel and the photos used.

fywyd y capel a’r pentref o oed ifanc hyd
ddiwedd ei hoes. Roedd yn ferch ei milltir sgwar
a phawb yn ei hadnabod. Roedd ei gwreiddiau
yn ddwfn yn y pentref, er iddi fyw am sawl
blwyddyn yn Northampton lle roedd yn aelod
blaenllaw o’r Gymdeithas Gymraeg. Roedd ei
hiraeth am y Pwll yn ddwfn ac er iddi symud nôl
i fyw ym Mhen-bre ac yna Porth Tywyn, roedd
ei chalon yma yn y Pwll.
Cefnogodd yr holl weithgareddau a oedd
ynghlwm â Libanus, Bethlehem a’r Eglwys trwy
gydol ei bywyd. Yn ferch ifanc mynychai y
Cantatas, Y Cyrddau Chwarter a’r Band of
Hope ac yn hwyrach yn ei bywyd roedd yn
aelod brwd o’r Parti Adloniant gan fwynhau
cynnal
nosweithiau
llawen
i
ddifyrru
cynulleidfaoedd yn yr ardal a chanu yn fynych
yng ngwasanaethau’r capel. Roedd yn
mwynhau darllen y newyddion yn y papur
newydd a chylchgronau gwleidyddol ac roedd
ganddi farn bendant am bopeth a oedd yn
digwydd yn y byd. Roedd yn aelod brwd o’r
Clwb Darllen gyda Bethan. Cefnogodd holl
waith Cymorth Cristnogol yn y pentref. Yn
ogystal â hyn, cymerodd gyfrifoldeb am fanc yr
Ysgol Sul am flynyddoedd gyda Gwyn ac roedd
hefyd yn aelod o’r tim glanhau. Fedrwn ni ddim
fforddio colli gweithwyr cydwybodol, dibynadwy
y winllan fel Gwyneth, ond diolchwn am ei
chyfraniad enfawr I’r capel a’r pentref.
“Mi a ymdrechais ymdrech deg
Mi a orffenais fy ngyrfa
Mi a gedwais y ffydd “
Pwyllgor Gwaith Newydd Libanus

We were also reminded in the service that there
is a time and purpose for every season. Rev Ian
Lewis presided and two previous minsters of
Bethlehem Rev Alun Jones and Rev Carys
Awen Jones shared with us their memories.
Mrs Mair Caines gave us an insight into the
contribution of so many to the life and work of
Bethlehem. David Jones of Greenfield Chapel
and Canon Alan Meats were also present. The
service of decommission was conducted with
great sensitivity by Dr Christian Williams of the
Baptist Union of Wales. Mrs Ann Vosper
granddaughter of the minister Gwyn Bowen
carried the Bible out of the Chapel as part of the
service whilst the hymn 'To God be the glory
Great things He hath done.' was sung. The
organist was Susan Phillips, her great great

The Scripture reading in the service reminded
us the church is of God and that while there are
changes especially in the Wales of today new
chapters begin and one day the whole story will
be complete and the church the ‘bride’ of Christ
will inherit and share in the victory of God’s love
through the death and resurrection of Jesus –
so much so even the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it! (Matthew 16; 18)
‘Un ydyw'r eglwys oll,
Trwy’r byd ar nefoedd wen;
A gwelir hi’n ddi-goll
Ar ddelw Crist, ei Phen’
(Pedr Fardd)
…pto

CAPEL LIBANUS CHAPEL
Gwyneth Eira Griffiths
Dymuna teulu Libanus dalu teyrnged a diolch
am fywyd a chyfraniad ei aelod hynaf a fu farw
Mai 7fed 2022 yn 96 mlwydd oed. Ganwyd
Gwyneth yn 1926 yn ferch I Gwendoline
(Gwennie) a David (Dai) Davies. Roedd yn un o
bump o blant sef Eurof, Emrys, Nancy a Lynne.
Hi oedd eu hail blentyn. Priododd â Gwyn a
daeth yn fam i Keith, yn fam yng nghyfraith i
Elizabeth ac yn fam-gu i Mari a Dewi. Roedd
Gwyneth yn berson egnïol, bywiog a
brwdfrydig a gymerai ran ymhob agwedd ar

Meurig Rees, Linda Sidgwick, Anne Hussey,
Deryth Davies, Gwenda Davies.

CHRISTIAN AID

DAI’S VISIT TO THE
DOCTOR

Here we are in the middle of a
very important year for our
country. I do hope that you all
enjoyed the celebrations for her
Majesty the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. I think it gave us some
relief from the pandemic of the
last two years. So good for us all
to be able to get together and
enjoy ourselves.
Unfortunately the Pwll Christian
Aid committee have decided to close our
branch in Pwll. This will be the last time that I
will be writing an article for the Bônau Cabbage
Patch. The branch was started over 50 years
ago by the late Rev Angela Gray. At that time
she had not been ordained, but was very much
involved with helping people in the third world
countries. She, together with the chapel
Minister, decided to get together and ask the
people of Pwll for their help. As usual people
were very ready to help and over the years
many thousands of pounds have been collected
to aid this worthy cause.
We have been very lucky over the years to be
able to get together to enjoy our services, our
fund raising and our friendships. It is thanks to
the generosity of people like yourselves that the
Pwll branch has been so successful with its
fundraising. A very big thank you to each and
every one of you.
If you feel at anytime that you would like to
support Christian Aid, they have an office at 3
Church Street, Whitchurch, Cardiff CF14 2DX
and the telephone number is 029 2084 4646.
There is also a small shop in Water Street,
Carmarthen.
The Pwll committee wish you all the very best
for the future. Take care of yourselves and stay
safe.
Gyda phob bendyth i chi gyd.

Dai went to the doctors for a
physical.

By Andrew Greenway

After examining Dai the doctor told him, “Don’t
eat anything fatty.”

The Word of God, tell us to be strong. Strong

Dai said, “Like bacon and burgers you mean?”

in His divine love peace and joy, the very nature
of God’s character, who loves us and deeply
desires us to be strong and rooted in him.

The doctor
anything!”

replied,

“No

fatty,

don’t

eat

SCOTLAND YARD

Scot in old English refers to a tax. Hence if
you imported goods and didn't pay duty then
you got away scot free.
With all the trade on the Thames the revenue
houses collected their tax and took them to a
central point which became known as Scotland
Yard.

RICHEST MAN
IN HISTORY

With

a fortune of
around
£320bn
in
today’s
money, Mansa Musa I of
Mali, the first king of
Timbuktu, may not be a household name, but
was by most estimates one of the richest
people in history. Deriving his wealth from his
country’s vast salt and gold deposits, which at
one time accounted for half the world’s supply,
Musa ruled West Africa’s Malian Empire in the
early 14th century, constructing hundreds of
mosques across the continent, many of which
survive to this day.

May God bless you all and keep you in his care.

You do not need a parachute to
skydive. You only need a
parachute to skydive twice.

WORDS OF FAITH

As a kid, I used to watch The
Wizard of Oz and wonder how
anyone could talk if they didn’t
have a brain.
Then I got social media.

Pray out loud by yourself, or with a Christian
friend, the very moment you commit your life to
Jesus, the truth of His living world will instantly
come alive within you, by your action of faith.
For God so loves the world – that’s you and me,
for whoever believes in Him will be saved.
John’s gospel Chapter 3 Verse 16

PWLL PLANT SURVEY

This sometimes can be difficult in a world of so
much strife and stress, which can be so
overwhelming, robbing us of life’s energy.
Jesus the good shepherd tells us in the gospel
of John, Chapter 10 verse 10 – “The Thief
comes to steal kill and destroy, but I’ve come
that you may have life, life in all its fullness”.
This divine life comes through our faith and
trust in Jesus Christ. When we open our hearts
to him, and simply ask him to come into our
lives, He then becomes our main source of
strength, of which we can draw from him daily,
through prayer and the reading of His word,
which is a wondrous divine blessing from
heaven, which we can all benefit from.
Whether you have faith in Christ Jesus or not,
his door is always open to you, for He stands at
the door of all our hearts, waiting to come in,
and when we invite Him in, He fills us with His
perfect love, peace and joy, which becomes our
daily source of strength to face each day.
Scripture readings are taken from the New
International version of the bible (NIV).
ISAIAH Chapter35 Verse 4
Say to those with fearful hearts, be strong, do
not fear; your God will come.
2 Timothy Chapter 2 Verse 1
You then, my child, be strong in the grace that
is in Christ Jesus.
When reading the bible I would encourage you
to ask God to make the words real meaningful
and exciting, so that you are not just reading
scriptures for the sake of it, but enjoying the
living words of life.
For Christ Jesus will become part of your
everyday life. If you’ve never opened the door
to your heart to invite Jesus into your life just
simply ask him, and receive Jesus Christ into
your heart.

Once

again a few local volunteers from
Llanelli Naturalists carried out a plant survey in
the wild corner of Pwll Park. This survey was
part of the annual Big Meadow Search, an
initiative started by the Carmarthenshire
Meadows Group. Over fifty species were
recorded in just over two hours on one of those
hot afternoons in July. An additional half dozen
species were spotted in ay which were no
longer in evidence on the survey day. This is
roughly consistent with the numbers found
during last year’s survey, but doubtless further
species could be identified by a more
experienced eye. Both Southern Marsh and
Bee orchids were found again this year.
Many butterflies, bees and grasshoppers were
also seen. It was encouraging to find some
Yellow Rattle had come up following the
experimental sowing in December, reported in
the spring edition.
The grass seems to be getting less vigorous
and the wild flowers more plentiful as the result
of the annual cutting and removal of growth.
Thanks again to the Llanelli Rural Council
grounds maintenance team and the volunteers
who help out. If you would like to join in with the
grass raking this autumn please email
Veronica:
hainesveronica@hotmail.com

PWLL W.I.

Members

were
very busy during the
months of May and
June preparing for
the Diamond Jubilee
celebrations. The village was finally decorated
with all the knitted and crocheted bunting made
by the members during the last few months.
Many people commented how colourful the
village looked and others added to the bunting
on the railings. Thank you.
On Wednesday 25th May we were all ready for
our tea party in Pwll Park but the weather was
against us......... rain and wind!! Last minute
plans were changed to have our celebration in
the Blue Anchor where everyone had a great
time. Members wore colourfully decorated hats
to fit the occasion and the room was decorated
with bunting. Everyone enjoyed the tea party
and the opportunity to all be together. Towards
the end of the afternoon members took part in a
Royal quiz. Thank you to Jan, Graham and
Teresa.

W.I.s in the area. In June we were also very
fortunate to have Eldon Phillips as our speaker.
He spoke on his love of music and from the
earliest days as a young boy his memories of
music he enjoys. Throughout the talk he played
music and members had to recall the music and
singers bringing back so many musical
memories. In June Charlie Irslan and Chris
Wheeler-Jones attended the NFWI Annual
Meeting in Liverpool. The meeting was a
success and the first since 2019 due to the
pandemic. Ann Jones NFWI Chair addressed
the meeting and she paid a special tribute to
Mair Stephens of our Carmarthenshire
Federation who passed away early this year.
Delegates
including
Charlie
voted
overwhelmingly in favour of the resolution to
call for more funding and research into autism
and ADHD in women and girls, with 96.5 per
cent of the vote. In the June meeting Charlie
gave a detailed account of the meeting to all the
members.

PWLL W.I. cont …
followed by a meal and calling back in McArthur
Glen, Bridgend.
Our meetings are held in the Blue Anchor and
also in the Pwll Pavilion. The meetings are held
every 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month
from 2.00 - 4.00. Please ring Anne Messer on
01554 755665 for more information. Please
note as there are other activities on Wednesday
14th September which is our usual meeting
date a meeting will be held instead on Tuesday
13th September in the Blue Anchor 2.00 - 4.00.
Everyone is welcome!
Croeso cynnes i pawb!
Thought for the day.
Friendship is one of the world's natural
wonders. You can't force it or make it work. It
has a life and a heart of its own. Make sure
your W.I. has a heart that is full of friendship.

o

If you’re making a purchase on
online, review the seller and pay by
card for extra protection.

o

Making an investment? Research the
company and check they’re FCA
regulated.
(Source: HSBC)

BANANAS


The world’s largest
container ships can
carry 746 million
bananas.

Bananas are
considered unlucky on fishing boats.



In 1923, the sheet music for ‘Yes, We
Have No Bananas’ sold 1,000 copies
a day.

Life moves at a fast pace.
NFWI Annual meeting in Liverpool 11th June 2022.

On Friday 27th May members met up to enjoy
another Diamond Jubilee tea party in Furnace
Community Hall organised by Llanelli Rotary
Club. It was lovely afternoon and members
wore their hats. Members of the Rotary Club
were busy serving refreshments to us all and
other groups including Holy Trinity Church Pwll
members. This was followed by entertainment
from the Llanelli Ukulele music group and a
raffle.
Members met up again in the Ashburnham
Hotel in June for an afternoon tea and a fashion
show by Nanette's of Kidwelly. This was well
attended with over 90 members from various

Report any suspicious activity, it
builds awareness of fraud and helps
everybody.



THINK
BEFORE YOU
CLICK

Members celebrating Queen's Jubilee tea party in the
Blue Anchor Pwll.

o

In July a successful W.I. Show a well supported
event with over 700 entries was held at the
Princess Gwenllian Centre in Kidwelly. Our last
get together before the summer break was a
meal at the Diplomat Hotel. In August a few
members enjoyed a preloved event with
afternoon tea organised by Felinfoel W.I.
There will a special lunch on Wednesday 14th
September at St Peter’s Civic Hall, Carmarthen
to celebrate our 95 years of WI in
Carmarthenshire and also WI Day which is
during that week. During the afternoon there will
refreshments and entertainment from the
Carmarthen Ukulele band and other WI
members. On the same day four of our
members are going on a trip organised by
Felinfoel W.I. to the Royal Mint, Llantrisant
…pto

Many of us are
doing multiple things at once, often using tools
intended to make tasks more convenient, like
online shopping and banking.
Fraudsters and scammers operate in this
space, capitalising on the speed of your
actions. That’s why you always need to be on
the lookout to protect yourself from fraud. Treat
unexpected emails, texts and calls as
suspicious. Don’t click on links in emails or texts
and never give personal information on a cold
call. Fraudsters will try and create a sense of
urgency, but don’t panic, take your time. If it
feels wrong or too good to be true, it often is.
o

If it’s an unexpected email, text, or
call, treat it as suspicious. Clicking on
a link is like letting a stranger into your
home. Don’t click it, delete it.

o

If in doubt, check with a family
member or friend before taking action.



There are more than 1,000 species
of banana. We eat only one of them.



Eating 20 million bananas would
give you a fatal dose of radioactivity.



Bananas are used to make kimonos.
I was going to buy a book
about phobias, but I was
afraid it wouldn’t help me.

THE WEATHER

Whether the weather be cold,
Or whether the weather be hot;
Whether the weather be fine,
Or whether the weather be not;
We'll weather the weather,
Whatever the weather,
Whether we like it or not!

THE REAL TIN TIN

A cartoon character based
on a real historical figure is
Tin Tin.
First appearing in 1929 he’s
a boy reporter, travelling the
world and writes on his adventures for a
newspaper. Well it turns out he was based on a
real life Danish boy.
In 1928, 15 year old Palle Huld left on a journey
that would take him around the world in just 44
days. Financed by a newspaper the journey
took him to China, the Soviet Union, Japan, and
Canada among other countries. On returning to
Denmark he was greeted by a massive
cheering crowd and soon wrote a book about
the experience.
In it he told of encounters with Native American
tribes, Japanese military officials, and other
disparate cultures. It’s universally accepted that
his boy was the basis for Tin Tin. It’s also
known that another character, the evil Colonel
Sponsz, was based on the author’s younger
brother. He was a soldier who shaved his head
to look more intimidating.
Strangely the original purpose of Tin Tin was to
serve as anti-communist propaganda. His
creator worked for a newspaper literally owned
by a fascist who kept a signed photo of
Mussolini. So Tin Tin was only allowed to be
published if it showed a clear anti-communist
message. And so the first story was published:
Tin Tin in the land of the Soviets. So there you
have it – the origin of Tin Tin.
(Source: eskify.com)

GARIBALDI
BISCUITS

Garibaldi

means
different things to different
people. To Italians, Garibaldi means Giuseppe
Garibaldi, a national hero responsible for uniting
Italy in the middle of the 19th century.
Americans are more likely to know Garibaldis
as small, bright-orange marine fish found off the
coast of California. Anyone over the age of 100
may be more familiar with the Garibaldi as a
loose blouse, worn by women and children,

which were fashioned on the scarlet shirts worn
by Giuseppe Garibaldi and his followers, the
Garibaldini.

BETHLEHEM CHAPEL HISTORY

British people know the Garibaldi as a classic
confection where currants are sandwiched
between two thin layers of biscuit, but Britain is
not the only place in the world fortunate enough
to have them. Mention the Garibaldi around
anyone from Australia or New Zealand and
they’ll probably scratch their heads in
confusion, saying their mate Gary still has a full
head of hair. Give them one to eat, though, and
the Aussie will probably say it’s called a Full
O’Fruit, while the Kiwi will likely insist it’s a
Fruitli Golden Fruit.

The first Bethlehem Chapel was built in 1834

Garibaldi is not the only name for these biscuits
in the UK. They are also unappetisingly known
by their colloquial names – ‘squashed-fly
biscuits’, ‘dead-fly biscuits’, ‘flies’ graveyards’
and ‘fly sandwiches’ – based on the
resemblance between squashed flies and the
squashed fruit found in the middle of the
Garibaldi.

In 1875 the chapel was re-built and its
alignment altered to north-south. The cost of
rebuilding was £1800 and the membership
totalled 117 members.

Giuseppe Garibaldi was an esteemed Italian
general who commanded victorious military
campaigns in pursuit of Italian unification,
known in Italy as the Risorgimento, in the
middle of the 19th century. In 1854, Garibaldi
made a great impression in Britain during a
popular tour of the UK, visiting everywhere from
to the northern town of South Shields at the
mouth of the River Tyne to the southern port
city of Southampton.
Biscuit-maker Jonathan Carr, said to be
responsible for water crackers, created the
Garibaldi for biscuit company Peek Freans in
1861, the same year the deputies of the first
Italian Parliament declared Victor Emmanuel
King of Italy. It was probably this coincidental
timing, combined with Garibaldi’s popularity in
Britain that prompted Carr to name his biscuit
after the famous Italian general – and not after
dead flies.
Whether it’s down to the chirpy name or the fact
it masquerades as a healthy snack, the
Garibaldi is a classic British biscuit that has
endeared itself to the people of the United
Kingdom. Nowadays, the distinguished general
Giuseppe Garibaldi is unknown to many, but his
fruitful spirit and that of the Risorgimento lives
on – in Britain at least – in the form of this
eponymous teatime treat.
(Source: culturetrip.com)

on the land where the current Bethlehem
Chapel stands. This building was one storey;
stone built on an east-west alignment and had a
soil and mortar floor and a slate roof. There was
no resident minister between the year of
opening and 1852. During this period services
were conducted by Ministers from other chapels
in the area including Seion and Adulam.
Baptisms in Bethlehem would have happened
in the nearby river Talbot.

The first Minister of Bethlehem was William
Rogers and he was inducted in 1852. He was a
collier and lived in a cottage in the woods close
to the Farriers’ Arms. He did not wear a collar
preferring to wear a cravat - even on a Sunday.
He raised a family of three boys and five girls.

organ was purchased. A special service was
held in 1946 to herald the clearing of the
chapel’s debt and in 1956 the freehold lease of
the land was bought. A stain glass window was
installed in the chapel foyer in 1967. The
purchase of a new heating boiler and organ
soon followed. Salem was sold in 1972 and
later demolished. In 1983 Bethlehem was
badly affected by flooding and in November
2008 the rear boundary wall collapsed.
Bethlehem’s final service was at 6:30pm on 6th
July 2022.
.

WOULD YOU
BELIEVE IT

I

n 1986, Michael Foot’s
appointment as chair of a disarmament
committee prompted The Times headline: ‘Foot
Heads Arms Body.’
‘

Dr Seuss’ should be pronounced ‘Dr Zoice’
SCOLD’S BRIDLE

A scold's

bridle, sometimes called a witch's
bridle, was an instrument of punishment, as a
form of torture and public humiliation.

In 1898 the vestry was erected at a cost of
£750.
In 1904 Salem, a branch of Bethlehem, was
built in Erw Fach. This was to cater for the local
children who attended Sunday School and
saved them from walking all the way to the
other end of the village. Salem was also used
for public meetings, children’s welfare services
and the Urdd movement.
The economic depression of the mid 1920’s
saw Bethlehem Chapel having a soup kitchen
and villagers were fed a staple pea soup diet.
In 1939 the land at Chapel Row was purchased
to extend the cemetery. In the same year a new

This device was overwhelmingly used on
female victims and functioned to silence the
victim from speaking entirely. It caused extreme
pain and also physiological trauma in order to
scare and intimidate the wearer into submission.
It was often done so upon request from
husbands or other family members. The device
was an iron muzzle in an iron framework that
enclosed the head (although some bridles were
masks that depicted suffering).
A bridle-bit (or curb-plate), about 2 in × 1 in
(5.1 cm × 2.5 cm) in size, was slid into the
mouth and pressed down on top of the tongue,
often with a spike on the tongue, as a
compress. This
prevented
speaking
and
resulted in many unpleasant side effects for the
wearer, including excessive salivation and
fatigue in the mouth.
(Source: Wikipedia)

REMEMBERING
MAM’S
CLOTHES LINE

We are possibly the last generation that will
remember what a clothesline was. And in lots
of places they are now illegal. It's the poem at
the end that's the best!!! -THE BASIC RULES FOR CLOTHES LINES:
(If you don't even know what clotheslines are,
better skip this, or better yet, read on. You
might learn something.)
1. You had to hang the socks by the toes. NOT
the top.
2. You hung trousers by the turn-ups... NOT the
waistbands.
3. You had to WASH the clothesline before
hanging any clothes. Walk the entire length of
each line with a damp cloth around the line.
4. You had to hang the clothes in a certain
order, and always hang "whites" with "whites,"
and hang them first.
5. You NEVER hung a shirt by the shoulders always by the tail! What would the neighbours
think?

items (sheets/pants/etc.)
ground and get dirty.

didn't

brush

the

And now a poem...
A clothes line was a news forecast,
to neighbours passing by.
There were no secrets you could keep,
when clothes were hung to dry.
It also was a friendly link,
for neighbours always knew,
If company had stopped on by,
to spend a night or two.
For then you'd see the fancy sheets
and towels upon the line;
You'd see the company tablecloths,
with intricate design.
The line announced a baby's birth,
to folks who lived inside,
As brand new infant clothes,
were hung so carefully with pride.
The ages of the children,
could so readily be known
By watching how the sizes changed,
you'd know how much they'd grown.
It also told when illness struck,
as extra sheets were hung;
Then night-clothes, and a bathrobe too,
haphazardly were strung.

6. Wash day on a Monday! NEVER hang
clothes on the weekend, Or on Sunday, for
Heaven's sake!

It said "Gone on vacation now",
when lines hung limp and bare.
It told "We're back!" when full lines sagged,
with not an inch to spare.

7. Hang the sheets and towels on the OUTSIDE
lines so you could hide your "unmentionables"
in the middle.
8. It didn't matter if it was sub-zero weather...
clothes would "freeze-dry"

New folks in town were scorned upon,
if washing was dingy grey,
As neighbours raised their brows,
and looked disgustedly away.

9. ALWAYS gather the clothes pegs when
taking down dry clothes! Pins left on the lines
were "tacky"!

But clotheslines now are of the past,
for dryers make work less,
Now what goes on inside a home,
is any-bodies guess.

10. If you were efficient, you would line the
clothes up so that each item did not need two
clothes pegs, but shared one of the clothes
pegs with the next washed item.

I really miss that way of life;
it was a friendly sign,
When neighbours knew each other best,
by what was on the line.

11. Clothes off of the line before dinner time,
neatly folded in the clothes basket, and ready to
be ironed. IRONED??!! Well, that's a whole
OTHER subject!

(© Marilyn K. Walker)

12. Long wooden pole (clothes pole) that was
used to push the clothesline up so that longer

My wife said I never listen to her
or something like that.

THE HARRIS BOOK

Harris's

List of Covent Garden Ladies,
published from 1757 to 1795, was an annual
directory
of prostitutes then
working
in Georgian London. A small pocketbook, it was
printed and published in Covent Garden, and
sold
for
two shillings and sixpence.
A
contemporary report of 1791 estimates its
circulation at about 8,000 copies annually.
Each edition contains entries describing the
physical appearance and sexual specialities of
about 120–190 prostitutes who worked in and
around
Covent
Garden.
Through
their erotic prose, the
list's entries review
some
of
these
women in lurid detail.
While
most
compliment
their
subjects, some are
critical of bad habits,
and a few women
are even treated as
outcasts,
perhaps
having fallen out of
favour with the list's
authors, who are
never revealed.
Samuel Derrick is the man normally credited for
the design of Harris's List, possibly having been
inspired by the activities of a Covent Garden
pimp, Jack Harris. A Grub Street hack, Derrick
may have written the lists from 1757 until his
death in 1769; thereafter, the annual's authors
are unknown. Throughout its print run it was
published pseudonymously by H. Ranger,
although from the late 1780s it was printed by
three men: John and James Roach, and John
Aitkin.
As the public's opinion began to turn against
London's sex trade, and with reformers
petitioning the authorities to take action, those
involved in the release of Harris's List were in
1795 fined and imprisoned. That year's edition
was the last to be published; by then its content
was cruder, lacking the originality of earlier
editions. Modern writers tend to view Harris's
List as erotica; in the words of one author, it
was designed for "solitary sexual enjoyment".
(Source: Wikipedia)

MOST / LEAST POPULAR PUB
NAMES IN UK
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244

Red Lion
Crown
Royal Oak
White Hart
Plough
Railway
Swan
White Horse
Kings Arms
Ship
Queen Victoria
Hollybush
Eight Bells
Orange Tree
Revolución de Cuba
Dog House
Salutation
Fox and Goose
Exchange
Bakers Arms

543
492
423
310
291
285
285
283
246
240
19
19
19
19
18
18
18
18
18
18

Beer is like the sun. It rises in
the yeast and sets in the Waist.

DAI'S PARACHUTE

Dai goes skydiving for the first
time. After he jumps out of the
plane, he counts to ten, pulls the
ripcord, and nothing happens.
Only a little worried, he pulls the
cord for the auxiliary parachute, but
unfortunately, the chute still does not appear.
As he is plummeting toward the Earth, he sees
a woman coming up the other way.
He shouts to her "Do you know anything about
parachutes?"
"No", she says, "do you know anything about
gas stoves?"

Having a 12-inch nose is
anatomically impossible, because
at that point it becomes a foot.

THE STAMFORD BULL RUN

the mob. The sport was carried on till all were
tired; the animal was then killed, and its flesh
sold at a low rate to the people, who finished
the day's amusement with a supper of bull-beef.

QUEEN’S BATON RELAY

According to the written

(Source: The Book of Days)

record, harvest is
the
earliest name for the
third season of the year.
It’s found in Old English
as hærfest, a word of Germanic stock, perhaps
with an underlying, ancient sense of “picking,
plucking.”

MADEIRA

Madeira is a heavily fortified
(The Stamford bull run was a bull-running and bull-baiting
event in the English town of Stamford, Lincolnshire. It was
th
held on St Brice's Day [13 November], for perhaps more
than 600 years, until 1839).

From time immemorial down to a late period,
the 13th of November was annually celebrated,
at the town of Stamford, in Lincolnshire, by a
public amusement termed a Bull-running. The
sport was latterly conducted in the following
manner:
About a quarter to eleven o'clock, on the festalday, the bell of St. Mary's commenced to toll as
a warning for the thoroughfares to be cleared of
infirm persons and children; and precisely at
eleven, the bull was turned into a street,
blocked up at each end by a barricade of carts
and wagons. At this moment, every post, pump,
and 'coigne of vantage' was occupied, and
those happy enough to have such protections,
could grin at their less fortunate friends, who
were compelled to have recourse to flight; the
barricades, windows, and house-tops being
crowded with spectators. The bull, irritated by
hats being thrown at him, and other means of
annoyance, soon became ready to run; and
then, the barricades being removed, the whole
crowd, bull, men, boys, and dogs, rushed
helter-skelter through the streets.
One great object being to 'bridge the bull,' the
animal was, if possible, compelled to run upon
the bridge that spans the Welland. The crowd
then closing in, with audacious courage
surrounded and seized the animal; and, in spite
of its size and strength, by main force tumbled it
over the parapet into the river. The bull then
swimming ashore, would land in the meadows,
where the run was continued; the miry, marshy
state of the fields at that season of the year,
and the falls and other disasters consequent
thereon, adding greatly to the amusement of

The use of harvest specifically for the season
fell out of use, becoming used more generally
for when ripened crops are, well, harvested—
gathered for processing and winter storage,
roughly
between
August
and
November. Harvest can also refer to those
ripened, gathered crops themselves.

white
wine
from
the
Portuguese island of Madeira.
This was one of the first
fortified wines to make it big in
Britain, having arrived in the
seventeenth century along
with the Portuguese bride of
Charles II, Catherine of
Braganza. (Actually, Catherine
brought the whole island as
part of her dowry, but Charles,
who was having a cash-flow
problem at the time, settled for
money instead.)
Catherine loved to sip Madeira
in the morning as she
munched a slice of Madeira
cake; before long all the
fashionable ladies of the kingdom got into the
habit of tossing off a little glass to get the day
started, a practice that lasted well into the
Victorian era. As a result, Madeira, besides
being a standard dessert wine, had a reputation
as a ladies' drink.
For the record, Madeira comes both dry and
sweet; malmsey, in a butt of which George,
Duke of Clarence, was allegedly drowned by
order of his brother, later Richard III, was one of
the sweet varieties.
(Source: An Incomplete Education)

I’m a walking economy. My
hairline is in recession, my
stomach is a victim of inflation,
and it’s all putting me into a deep
depression.

HARVEST /
FALL / AUTUMN

Astronomically, the season lasts from the end
of September until December (around the 21st
of each month), between the autumnal equinox
and the winter solstice in the Northern
Hemisphere.
We have evidence for fall, as the name of the
third season of the year, in the 1500s. It
appears to come from the notion of the falling of
the leaves during this time of year,
when deciduous trees shed their leaves.

The 16th official Queen’s Baton Relay for the
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth
arrived in Llanelli recently.

Games

Pictured above, holding the baton is Pwll local
Angela Davies of Pwll Road.
Pictured below is the official carrier of the baton
through Pwll on Friday 1st July 2022

Like harvest, fall is found in Old English, from
Germanic roots, and its sense largely stayed
the same. Fall was common in England until
about the end of the 1600s, when it was ousted
by autumn.
Recorded as early as the late 1300s, autumn is
from the French autompne and Latin autumnus,
whose deeper roots are obscure. Chaucer and
Shakespeare both used it in their works,
notably.
Now,
American
English
speakers
use
both fall and autumn,
though fall became
more
common in the US by the late
1800s. Speakers of British English largely
use autumn. Fall provides a nice foil to its
opposite season, spring (from the idea of
the spring of the leaf). It also gives us the
helpful reminder, “spring forward, fall back,”
when we get confused about our clocks
on daylight savings.
(Source: Dictionary.com)

THE SILK ROAD

REMEMBRANCE DAY

THE ALPHABET

THE PWLL FALLEN
1914 – 1918 World War I
A E Bullock, Benjamin Davies, Thomas Davies, William Evans, W J Griffiths,
Henry Harries, Thomas Harries, Alfred Horne, Evan Jenkins, Jack Knill,
Gwilym Lewis, Isaac Lewis, Reginald S Lewis, Bob Lloyd, John Owen,
Ismael Peregrine, James Saunders, William Thomas

Despite

its name, the Silk Road was not a
road. Rather, it was made up of unmarked
paths that formed a series of common routes.
Nor did it only trade in silk; horses, spices,
paper, glass, and other good were carried along
the network. The term itself was coined in 1877
by German traveller and polymath Baron
Ferdinand von Richthofen, translated into
English as the Silk Road or route by the 1890s.
Traders or inhabitants along the Silk Road,
according to Valerie Hansen’s history of it,
referred to the trading network as the road
leading to whatever next major city lay ahead,
among other names.

THE EXHORTATION
“They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old, Age
shall not weary them nor the years condemn. At the going
down of the sun, and in the morning We will remember
them.”

THE PWLL FALLEN
1939 – 1945 World War II
Hugh Bonnell, Melville Charles, Elfed Daniels, Harry J Davies,
Conrad Hughes, Heber Jenkins, Gwyn Jones,
Fred Shapeley, Ken Williams,

The Phoenicians were an ancient civilisation

Tudor Elli Gay,

John R Jones, Vernon Lewis,

Alec Williamson,

W Williamson

PRAYER
“Let us commemorate and commend to the loving mercy of our
Heavenly Father, the Shepherd of Souls, the Giver of Life
Everlasting, those who have died in the service of our country
and its cause.”

“Today as you drink the sweet water from the well of
freedom, pause a while and remember those who dug that
well.”

Richthofen’s concept of the Silk Road described
the specific link between China and Rome
across which silk was transported. But the
current conception of the Silk Road is much
broader. Maps of the silk road chart land and
maritime paths that stretch from Japan to
Venice, crossing India, Tibet, Iran, the Arabian
Peninsula, Turkey, and Egypt.
The
earliest
incarnations
of
the Silk
Road connected China with central Asia, when
the Han dynasty opened trade between 200
and 100 b.c. In the first century B.C., this trade
reached Rome. Trade throughout Eurasia
continued through the Middle Ages. Routes
changed at times, products evolved, and
dynasties shifted. Nevertheless, trade between
the East and the West continued, with the Silk
Road playing a major role not just in economic
transactions between and among Eastern and
Western cultures, but also in linguistic, political,
religious, cultural, and intellectual exchange.
New methods and technologies, particularly
new sea routes, gradually supplanted the Silk
Road after the late 15th century.
(Source:Dictionary.com)

who lived on the eastern coast of the
Mediterranean around 1500–300 BC. They are
remembered for their sea-faring, their fabulous
purple dyes and for creating a system of
communication that is the foundation of all
modern alphabets.
Building on early writing that came from Egypt,
the Phoenicians developed an alphabet in
which every letter represented a single sound.
This meant that letters could be grouped
together to make any word or sentence that the
writer could think of. Before this, symbols
represented a whole word or syllable, so people
had to memorise hundreds of characters if they
wanted to read or write. Now they only had to
learn 22.
Even though it was thousands of years ago, the
resemblance between our alphabet and theirs
is striking: the first four letters in theirs, Aleph,
Bet, Gimel and Dalet, are early versions of ‘A’,
‘B’, ‘C’ and ‘D’.
The simplicity of the Phoenician system,
combined with their love of trade and travel,
meant that their alphabet spread quickly across
the Mediterranean region. The ancient Greeks
adapted it and gave us the word ‘alphabet’,
from their first two letters, alpha and beta. It
continued to evolve until we arrived at the
modern selection of letters that you’re reading
right now.
The ordering of the alphabet happened so long
ago that we’ll never really know who thought of
it first. There are a few ideas, but they’re just
guesses. Some people think that the letters
may have corresponded to numbers, so the
alphabet is in numerical order. Others believe
that the arrangement may have originally told a
story or formed a sentence. There is also the
possibility, of course, that it was just the random
choice of A BC person.
(Source: Funny You Should Ask)

COLD URTICARIA

THE GREAT PYRAMIN OF GIZA

Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of

With

the Apostles.

winter just around the
corner for those of us in the
Northern Hemisphere, those
who suffer from cold urticaria need to be
prepared.

Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where
These come from a Catholic
elementary school. Kids
were asked questions about the Old and New
Testaments. The following statements about
the Bible were written by children. They have
not been re-touched or corrected (i.e.: incorrect
spelling has been left in).

Contact to cold air or water can trigger a
histamine reaction, just like an allergy to bees
or peanuts. This can cause itchiness and
swelling in the affected areas. Those who have
severe conditions can experience extreme
swelling of the throat and tongue, which can
actually be fatal.
It isn’t clear what causes this condition, though
it can be treated with common antihistamines
used for those who suffer from pet or seasonal
allergies.

And like the moon we must go
through phases of emptiness to
be full again.

PUT THE CART
BEFORE THE
HORSE

The idea of "putting
the cart before the horse"—that is, in a
reverse
order—is
literally
ancient
history. The Greeks and Romans had their
own versions of this age-old classic; the
Romans spoke of "putting the plow before
the oxen." The idea appeared in English as
early as the 14th century, and within the next
two hundred years became the expression
we know today, meaning "to do things in the
wrong order."
Several,
perhaps
overly
ingenious,
explanations exist for the origin of the
phrase. According to one, "to put the cart
before the horse" did not initially imply
attaching the cart at the front rather than at
the rear of the horse. Instead, put meant "to
arrange as a priority," and the expression
denoted the foolhardy act of attending to the
vehicle while neglecting the all-important
horse.

In the first book of the bible, Guinessis, God got

The Great

Pyramid of Giza, also called
the Great Pyramid of Khufu and the Great
Pyramid of Cheops, is a pyramid in the Giza
Necropolis of Greater Cairo, Egypt. Currently
449 ft tall, it is the largest and oldest of the
pyramids in the Giza pyramid complex, was the
tallest building for nearly 4,000 years, and is the
largest pyramid ever constructed. It was built by
Pharaoh Khufu, of the Fourth Dynasty of Egypt,
around 2560 BC, with the purpose of becoming
a tomb. It is the only remaining structure of
the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.
Pyramids were the funerary monuments of
Ancient Egyptian royalty. The origins of this
architectural style are difficult to date due to
tomb robbing down the centuries; however the
Great Pyramid of Giza drew on a tradition of
monument building. The first stone-built
pyramid was constructed in around 2670 B.C.,
built for King Zoser of the Third Dynasty.
Near 450 BC, Greek historian Herodotus visited
Egypt. There, he was told by Egyptian priests
that more than 400,000 men had worked for
around 20 years in order to build the pyramid;
originally 481 ft tall, which would serve as a
tomb
for
the
then-pharaoh Khufu,
named Cheops in Greek. Over the years, it has
suffered the attacks of grave robbers, who have
taken gold and many treasures.
The pyramid has a square base, with sides
measuring 229 metres (751 feet). The builders'
measurements were so accurate that the
greatest variance between the lengths of sides
is 20cm (8 inches). It is uncertain precisely how
many blocks of stone were used to build the
pyramid, but estimates put the figure at 2.3
million, each weighing between 2 and 15
tonnes.

tired of creating the world, so he took the
Sabath off.

Adam

and Eve were created from an apple
tree. Noah’s wife was called Joan of Ark. Noah
built an ark, which the animals come on to in
pears.

they made unleavened bread which is bread
without any ingredients.

The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert.
Afterwards, Moses went up on Mount Cyanide
to get the ten amendments.

The first commandment was when Eve told
Adam to eat the apple.

The seventh commandment is thou shalt not
admit adultery.

Then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of
Geritol.

The greatest miracle in the Bible is when

Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball

Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed
him.

of fire by night.

David was a Hebrew king skilled in playing the

The Jews were a proud people and throughout
history they had trouble with the unsympathetic
Genitals.

Samson was a strongman who let himself be
led astray by a Jesebel like Delilah.

Moses died before he ever reached Canada.

liar. He fought with the Finklesteins, a race of
people who lived in Biblical times.

Solomon, one of David's sons, had 300 wives
and 700 porcupines.

When Mary heard that she was the mother of
Jesus, she sang the Magna Carta.
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